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1.
ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order at 8:17 p.m.  Board members present were Chair Mike Bender, Vice-Chair John Stevens, Philip Busey and Mimi Turin.  Also present were Attorney Thomas Moss, Development Services Director Marcie Nolan, Planning and Zoning Manager David Quigley, Acting Deputy Planning and Zoning Manager David Abramson, and Board Secretary Janet Gale recording the meeting.  Dan Pignato was absent. 
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  February 13, 2008



Ms. Turin made a motion, seconded by Chair Bender, to approve the minutes of February 13, 2008.  In a voice vote, with Mr. Pignato being absent, all voted in favor.  (Motion carried 4-0)
3.
PUBLIC HEARING


Text Amendment
3.1
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF DAVIE, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, CHAPTER 12, BY ADDING ARTICLE XVII, AFFORDABLE HOUSING INCENTIVE PROGRAM, DIVISION 1; SECTION 12-571 PURPOSE; SECTION 12-572 DEFINITIONS; SECTION 12-573 INCLUSIONARY UNIT REQUIREMENTS; SECTION 12-574 DENSITY BONUSES; SECTION 12-575 INCLUSIONARY HOUSING PLAN; SECTION 12-576 CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS FOR INCLUSIONARY UNITS; SECTION 12-577 EXPEDITED REVIEW OF PLANS; SECTION 12-578 PAYMENT OF FEE IN LIEU OF INCLUSIONARY UNITS; SECTION 12-579 ALTERNATIVE COMPLIANCE AND SUBMITTAL OF PROPOSED DEVELOPERS AGREEMENT FOR APPROVAL BY TOWN COUNCIL; SECTION 12-580 ELIGIBILITY FOR INCLUSIONARY UNITS; SECTION 12-581 SALES AND RENTAL PRICES FOR INCLUSIONARY UNITS; SECTION 12-582 QUALIFICATIONS FOR ELIGIBLE HOUSEHOLD UNDER THE INCLUSIONARY AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAMS; SECTION 12-583 PRIORITY FOR PARTICIPATION IN AFFORDABLE HOUSING PURCHASE PROGRAMS; SECTION 12-584 PRIORITY FOR PARTICIPATION IN AFFORDABLE HOUSING RENTAL PROGRAMS; SECTION 12-585 AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE TOWN CODE; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  (ZB(TXT) 3-2-08 TOWN OF DAVIE)


Housing and Community Development Director Shirley Taylor-Prakelt provided the historical, logistical and statistical information which moved the Town Council to create a Mobile Home Task Force.  The purpose of the Task Force was to research, study and propose any and all actions which could be taken by the Town in order to help alleviate the affordable/workforce housing crisis.  Ms. Taylor-Prakelt stated that the extraordinary undertaking by the Task Force culminated with a final report which included information on the housing conditions and their recommendations for solutions.  She was proud to announce that as diverse as the Task Force had been, it had achieved consensus on all 32 elements of the plan.  Council then directed the Town Attorney to draft ordinances for selected recommendations.  Council considered specific proposals to adopt land development regulations and then directed staff to begin the public hearing process to consider the adoption of the above referenced ordinance.

Ms. Taylor Prakelt explained the most critical components of the ordinance and which elements were dependent on Broward County’s actions before being implemented by the Town.  She believed that although this was not a perfect ordinance, it was a good ordinance that moved the Town “light years” ahead and it provided an opportunity for re-evaluation in one year.  It started the Town on the road to having a dedicated revenue source that would allow a “meaningful step forward” in the production of new, site built affordable housing that was wind storm resistant and sustainable.

Chair Bender expressed a concern and Ms. Taylor-Prakelt agreed that, the Town was one hurricane away from a major catastrophe.  Considering the amount of mobile home parks within the Town and the inadequate shelter they provided during hurricanes, both concluded that it was possible to have one-third of the Town’s population homeless should a category two or three hurricane come through the Town.  Ms. Taylor-Prakelt spoke of wind-storm rated mobile homes which could withstand winds of up to 160 miles-per-hour and how beneficial it would be if the mobile homes could be replaced with wind storm rated ones.  For every one-dollar it cost to keep a person in their home, it cost five-dollars to place them in a home.

Ms. Taylor-Prakelt explained why she was a proponent of affordable rental housing.  She stated that eventually, by taking steps in the right direction and through supportive programs, renters could become first-time homeowners.  Ms. Taylor-Prakelt advised that just about every city in the nation was struggling with the problem and what distinguished the Town was its large population of mobile home residents living in sub-standard trailers.  She advised that this was the first step in a series of pro-active measures which the Town was taking.

A lengthy discussion ensued with Board members expressing ideas regarding foreclosures, tax breaks and floating bonds in order to acquire “seed” money to start the financing for projects.  Ms. Taylor-Prakelt agreed with their thinking and advised that some of those strategies were options that were being researched for future consideration by Council.  Ms. Taylor-Prakelt answered questions and elaborated at the Board’s request on some of the fine points of the ordinance.  She was very proud that Council had been forthright in recognizing that there was a problem, that it took ownership of it and resolved to solve the problem.

Mr. Busey asked how the payment fee in lieu of inclusionary units had been determined.  Ms. Taylor-Prakelt explained that it had been determined by the Town Attorney and was a compromise.  Mr. Busey expressed that it was very low in his opinion.  Although Ms. Taylor-Prakelt agreed that it was low, she reiterated that it was a compromise and that $9.00 a square foot was better than zero dollars.  

Chair Bender asked if anyone wished to speak for or against this item.  As no one spoke, the public hearing was closed.


Mr. Busey made a motion, seconded by Chair Bender, to accept the ordinance as presented.  In a roll call vote, the vote was as follows:  Chair Bender – yes; Vice-Chair Stevens – yes; Mr. Busey – yes; Mr. Pignato – absent; Ms. Turin – yes.  (Motion carried 4-0)
 
4.
OLD BUSINESS


There was no old business discussed.
5.
NEW BUSINESS

Ms. Nolan encouraged Board members to attend the final of three workshop meetings regarding the Town’s Local Road Master Plan.  It would be held at the Nob Hill Police Department on April 24th.
 

6.
COMMENTS AND/OR SUGGESTIONS


There was no comments and/or suggestions made.
7.
ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business and no objections, the meeting was adjourned at 9:16 p.m.
Date Approved:  
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