
TOWN OF DAVIE 
CHARTER REVIEW BOARD MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 18, 2012  
 

 
1. ROLL CALL 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 pm.   
 
Present at the meeting were Chair Donna Evans, Vice Chair James Moore [6:40], Sidney 

Calloway, Todd Evans, Nan Gault arrived at after roll call, Chris Love, Howard Neu and Harry Venis.  
Ellen Christopher and Tom Truex were absent.  Also present were Deputy Fire Chief Michael Malvasio, 
Town Clerk Russell Muniz and Assistant Town Clerk Evelyn Roig recording the meeting. 

 
Mr. Venis made a motion, seconded by Mr. Calloway to excuse Ms. Christopher and Mr. Truex.  

In a voice vote, motion carried 6-0. 
 
Ms. Gault arrived at 6:05. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 2.1 August 29, 2012  
(This item was heard out of order) 

Mr. Calloway made a motion, seconded by Mr. Neu to approve the minutes.  In a voice vote, 
motion carried 7-0. 

 
3. REVIEW OF CHARTER 

3.1 Sections 9 - 16 
 
Section 11 Fire Rescue Department 
Mr. Calloway made a motion, seconded by Mr. Venis to accept the town administrator’s 

recommendations regarding section 11 fire rescue department.   
Chief Malvasio said the additional emergencies included hurricanes and multi-vehicle accidents. 
In a voice vote, motion carried 7-0. 
 
Section 10 Police Department 
Ms. Gault pointed out that the charter only discussed a police chase within Broward County.  

Chair Evans suggested changing this to give police the ability to cross county lines.  Board members 
agreed that police should be able to cross county lines when pursuing someone who had committed a 
crime in Davie.  Mr. Love felt that the Davie officer should allow the local agency officers to take the 
lead in another jurisdiction.  Mr. Neu believed there was already state law addressing this and 
recommended the board postpone voting until Mr. Lemack or Chief Lynn could advise them.   

Mr. Calloway made a motion, seconded by Mr. Venis to table their discussion until the Board 
clarified existing law that might address this issue.  In a voice vote, motion carried 7-0. 

 
Section 12 Franchises 
Mr. Love made a motion, seconded by Ms. Gault to require posting on the Town’s website as well 

as advertising in a newspaper.  In a voice vote, motion carried 7-0. 
 
Section 13 Elections  
Mr. Love asked about cost savings if Town elections were moved to coincide with national 

elections.  Mr. Muniz confirmed for Mr. Venis that there would be a cost savings.  Mr. Venis pointed out 
that changing the date would alter the terms of some of the sitting Councilmembers.  Mr. Love and Chair 
Evans remarked that coinciding with national elections would result in higher voter turnout as well as cost 
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savings.  Mr. Muniz said Council had considered this at their goal setting session in March and 
determined not to move the elections to November.  He said Council had considered possibly changing 
the terms of office to an even number of years to provide leeway to move the date in the future.   Mr. 
Muniz agreed to provide the backup documentation Council had seen to board members.  He explained 
that state law allowed Council to change the terms of office and election date by ordinance; it did not 
need to be included in the Town’s charter.  Mr. Muniz read the Town Attorney’s report regarding this and 
agreed to ask him to attend the board’s next meeting.  He said the report included two options for 
transitioning to different term lengths.  Mr. Muniz did not feel there was support to move elections to 
November at this time.  

Mr. Calloway made a motion, seconded by Mr. Venis to table this item to October 18.  In a voice 
vote, motion carried 7-0. 

 
Mr. Moore arrived at 6:40. 
 
Section 14 Fees of Offices, Nuisances and Sanitation  
No changes. 
 
Section 15 Severability  
No changes. 
 
Section 16 Gender neutral references 
No changes. 
 
Mr. Muniz explained that prior to their next meeting the board would be provided with a copy of 

the existing charter, with staff and board suggestions and recommendations in side-by-side columns for 
comparison.   

 
4. MEETING SCHEDULE 

The board agreed to meet next on October 18th. 
 

5. OLD BUSINESS 
None. 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 

7. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 
Section 10, Section 13.    
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m.  
 
 
 
 


