
OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
and 

AGRICULTURAL & ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

February 9, 2016 
 
1.   CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
   
3. ROLL CALL 
 Present at the meeting were OSRAC Chair Carolina Oliveto Davis, Todd Evans, 
Christina Pellicane, Donna Evans, Michael Paesani, James Moore, and Wayne Arnold.  In 
attendance from AEAC were Chair Kaltman, Philip Busey, Cynthia Schaefer, Eric Swalley, and 
Scott Weinstein. Stephanie Munson arrived at 7:00 p.m... Town Administrator Richard Lemack 
was also present.  Also attending were Senior Operations Manager Matthew Mlodzinski, 
Operations and Management Professional I, Jeff Pohlman, and Administrative Secretary 
Maryann Salser.   
 Frank Steward, Ron Fore, and Dave Parrish were absent. 
 
 A moment of silence was observed in remembrance of Davie Fire Chief Joe Montopoli. 
 
 Town Administrator Richard Lemack recognized the presence of Mayor Judy Paul, Vice 
Mayor Susan Starkey, Councilmember Caryl Hattan, and Councilmember Marlon Luis. 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS - none 

 
5. PRESENTATION ON THE DAVIE FARMERS MARKET 
 

5.1  Fred and Chelsea Marando will make a presentation on their proposed programs and 
services at the property, formally called Battens Farm.   This item will be presented to the town 
council at the February 11, 2016, meeting at 6:30 pm. 

 
Mrs. Marando spoke about their urban farm in a “rough” neighborhood in Fort 

Lauderdale.  It had been a one-acre property housing a gas station and is now a farm with 
animals and produce.  She said that farm is an inspiration for what they would like to do the 
same in Davie.   

 
Mrs. Marando began a PowerPoint presentation with the following highlights: 

• They sell organic produce from 21 organic farms throughout the state 
• Farm property will be organic and use no pesticides 
• They raise chickens and pigs and work with FFA and 4H 
• Grass-fed cattle raised in Ocala 
• Outreach program now works with 30 nonprofits 
• Leftover produce is donated to a food pantry and the Ronald McDonald House 
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• They employ Work Force One individuals and have a student work program 
• Have internship programs with colleges/universities 
• Have built six community gardens  
• Involved with Broward County Fair 
• Have a grant for starting school community gardens 
• Used to convert french fry oil into biofuel for a tractor 
• Will have composting as they do now 
• Hope to have bee colonies on the back area at Davie Farm for honey production, 

beeswax, and pollination 
• Integrated pest management: Use ladybugs for pest management, also green 

lacewings (raise and release on property) 
• Farming: strawberries will be brought in, growing focus will be heirloom 

tomatoes, greens, etc. 
• Aquaculture:  main source of feeding plants (stock pond with tilapia), have 

fishing tournaments 
• Water conservation:  collect rain water, rain barrel raffles, etc. 
• Natural fertilizer: seaweed from City of Fort Lauderdale, compost, vermiculture, 

chicken manure, cow and horse manure 
• Rebuild the paddock and have horses onsite 
• Local and seasonal eating:  Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) has 100 

members who pick up produce baskets weekly, gives growers money for the next 
growing season 

• 4H will have part of community garden set aside for them 
• Reinvent animal interaction:  goats, pigs, ducks, chickens 
• Vision for Farm property:   

• Two-acre chicken ranch with u-pick eggs, and grazing room 
• Equestrian lodging and trails with arena, wash-down area, pony rides 
• Line of fruit trees at entrance (peaches, mangos, avocados), u-pick fruit 
• Events:  weddings and corporate events 

 
Mr. Lemack said there are some capital improvements needed at the farm.  The Marandos will 
have to do some infrastructure requirements.  After the contract is approved, the plans will go 
forward, with the goal to open on October 1, 2016.  They plan to have everything up and running 
at the opening, except for the summer programs. 
 
Mr. Lemack pointed out the features of the farm on a diagram.  He reiterated that the town 
council will be considering the item and invited questions and comments. 
 
Mr. Lemack said that all the backup material is available, except for the terms and conditions of 
the contract as far as rentals, etc.  He said the rental fees for the first year (beginning in October) 
are $1,000 a month; the second year it will be $1,500 per month; it will eventually cap at $2,250 
per month for the first five years.  Thereafter, the terms will be re-evaluated.  A security deposit 
of $10,000 will be given to the Town right after contract approval as a good-faith deposit.   
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In response to a question by Ms. Schaeffer, Ms. Marando said they brought in professionals in to 
examine the soil, and they determined there will be no (or minute amounts of) arsenic on where 
they plan to grow.  Mr. Lemack can make the soil report available.   
 
Mr. Swalley commented that strawberries can grow in raised beds, as well as vertical columns. 
 
Mr. Paesani asked if there were any consequences if the Marandos did not deliver as promised.  
Mr. Lemack said their reputation is first and foremost, and he visited their farm without their 
knowledge to “check on them.”  Secondly, they will have money “on the line,” so they are going 
to have a large investment.  The Town would not put in any money unless the Marandos matched 
it.    
 
Mr. Weinstein asked if it would involve a simple land lease with the Town, or if it would be a 
public/private partnership.  Mr. Lemack explained they have to meet certain requirements to 
keep the land agricultural.  They will be managing the property and running an entity, similar to 
how it is done at the golf course.  Mr. Lemack said that the partnership is a reflection of the 
Town’s values and vision, rather than a specific legal partnership.  
 
Ms. Marando said she has begun setting up a nonprofit and they are setting up a board of 
directors.  The tenant for the farm will be Marando Farms; the nonprofit aspect will be used to 
raise money for the community. 
 
Mr. Moore asked if after school programs might be able to get discounted rates for programs, 
and Ms. Marando said she is registered through Broward County Public Schools, and they do 
guided farm tours throughout the school year at their present site.  The cost is $4 per student, but 
generally someone will sponsor a school.  She said they could make exceptions for town-run 
activities. 
 
Mayor Paul expressed her excitement about the project and its potential to teach children about 
agriculture.  She said it would complement the farm park in the west. 
 
[Mayor Paul left the meeting.] 
 
Mr. Busey was confirming that the town had looked at their financial statements.      
 
Mr. Weinstein and Ms. Munson both endorsed Marando Farms.  Ms. Marando stated they would 
continue to operate the farm in Fort Lauderdale.   
 
Regarding the pricing of food, Ms. Marando said they would accept EDT for meat, produce, 
dairy, etc.  At Marando Farms, she goes to different farms weekly and sometimes picks produce 
herself.  She brings the produce back to Fort Lauderdale; a team of people unload the truck and 
put the produce in the coolers for the produce baskets.  She said by doing that, they are able to 
cut out the middle man and keep costs down. 
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Mr. Swalley asked if they would consider looking into sustainable practices as a workshop, and 
Ms. Marando answered affirmatively.  They intend to use wind power and solar power.  
Aquaponics is also sustainable, although they need backup power in the summer.  She said they 
have the capability of using biofuels, but are not doing it at this point.  They have to go through a 
process first. 
 
Mr. Busey said it seemed that the Town was getting a free ride, and he thought the Town might 
prepare to pay for additional infrastructure at some point if the Farm prospers.  Mr. Lemack said 
he did not want to put anything into the contract that could not be accomplished by October 1, 
2016.  They will re-evaluate during the first five years.  If something comes up that the Town 
needs assistance with, they can renegotiate the contract.  Mr. Lemack continued that the 
evaluations would arise if something about the project was not working out properly.   
 
Mr. Swalley brought up that project funding may exist through grant monies from the Energy 
Department of Florida.  Mr. Lemack reported they have researched grants, but he invited 
committee members to be a resource to them if they hear of something. 
 
Ms. Kaltman asked if they plan to market the aquaculture, and Ms. Marando replied they are 
preparing to get certification for it.  The pond would be contained, and she did not think they 
would need to use the canal in the back, except perhaps for a water source.  The tilapia need to 
be about 2.5 pounds in order to market them.  At the current time, Mr. Marando said they get 
their fresh fish from local fishermen. 
 
Mr. Marando said they work with lots of individuals in Davie already such as candle makers, etc.   
 
Motion made by Mr. Weinstein, seconded by Ms. Kaltman, that the joint committees 
recommend that the Town choose Marando Farms as the RFP lessee for the old Batten’s 
location.  In a voice vote, the motion passed  (12-0) with Mr. Fore, Mr. Parrish, and Mr. Steward 
absent. 
 
6.   ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
___________________________                      ____________________________ 
Approved                                                            Chairperson/Committee Member  
 
 
   

 
 


