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1. ROLL CALL 
 The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  Board members present were:  Chair Jason Hurley, 
Vice-Chair Dave Parrish, Julie Aitken, and Scott Weinstein.  Also present was Board Secretary Janet Gale 
recording the meeting.  Sam Scott was absent. 
 
2.   SELECTION OF CHAIR 
 Ms. Aitken nominated Mr. Parrish, seconded by Chair Hurley.  There were no other nominations.  In 
a voice vote, with Dr. Scott being absent, all voted in favor.  (Nomination carried 4-0) 
 
3.   SELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR 
 Chair Parrish nominated Mr. Weinstein, seconded by Mr. Hurley. There were no other nominations.  
In a voice vote, with Dr. Scott being absent, all voted in favor.  (Nomination carried 4-0) 
 
 Chair Parrish acknowledged a member of the public and invited him to introduce himself. 
 Jim Seidel was a resident of the Town living on agriculturally zone property and interested in doing 
an agricultural endeavor with his growing family.  He wanted to know more about the Board and have the 
Board know him and of his intent.  Ms. Aitken provided information regarding what steps to take for 
obtaining agricultural exemptions. 
   
4.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES: March 14, 2012 
  April 16, 2012 
 Ms. Aitken noted that on the April 16th minutes, under New Business, she did not say that the trail 
sign had been removed.  She mentioned that a trail marker was not at that site and one needed to be placed 
there.   Ms. Gale responded that she would listen to the recording and make the corrections accordingly. 
 Ms. Aitken made a motion, seconded by Mr. Hurley, to approve the April 16th minutes with the 
correction as previously stated.  In a voice vote, with Dr. Scott being absent, all voted in favor.  (Motion 
carried 4-0) 
    
 Ms. Aitken made a motion, seconded by Mr. Hurley, to approve the March 14th minutes as corrected.  
In a voice vote, with Dr. Scott being absent, all voted in favor.  (Motion carried 4-0) 
  
5.   DISCUSSION   
  5.1 Follow-up on Van Kirk Property Taxes 
 Ms. Aitken had reviewed the lease and provided an aerial depicting the 55-acre section of the 
property which had been leased.  The remaining land was not a tax issue as it was owned by a municipality. 
 Vice-Chair Weinstein could not tell what portion of the 55 acres had been cultivated; however, he 
understood that sowing seed was a legitimate claim and a portion of the site was dedicated for that purpose.  
The Town had applied for the exemption on the full 55-acres not realizing that the exemption applied only 
on that property which had been cultivated.  This could be cost prohibitive to tenants who had no idea this 
would happen.  The Board was empathetic and reiterated that if they had the opportunity to review the 
lease before it was binding, they could have suggested that the endeavor be done in increments.  Based on 
their experience and expertise, 55 acres was a very tall order to be accomplished in one year including 
clearing and grubbing.  The Board hoped that the Town would work with the lessee should it go before the 
Value Adjustment Board.  Chair Parrish recalled that not only were they sowing a portion of the land, 
another portion was resting after a crop had been harvested.  This was another item that needed following 
up on the next agenda. 
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  5.2 Report on Friends of the Farm Park Annual Meeting – Mr. Weinstein 
 Both Chair Parrish and Vice-Chair Weinstein had attended the meeting on April 30th.  They agreed 
that the PowerPoint presentation was impressive.  The money was raised to purchase the property and there 
was a $9,000,000 balance with which to purchase buildings and do the site development.   
 Friends of the Farm Park would be actively soliciting for funds through corporate donations to build 
that farm park stated Vice-Chair Weinstein.  He advised that three or four sub-committees were set up to 
address specific areas of the farm park and there had been quite a turnout.  Vice-Chair Weinstein was 
chosen to be on the Board of Directors and was in charge of the community garden portion of the park. 
 Ms. Aitken inquired if they had selected a sub-committee to deal with tax issues.  Vice-Chair 
Weinstein responded that they had not, but it was a matter that he would not forget to consider.  Although 
he was selected to “spearhead” the community garden, he did not want to run it.  Vice-Chair Weinstein 
wanted to get it started and have “those who enjoyed doing it, run with it.”  Board members agreed that 
was how to get the most successful results. 
 Chair Parrish agreed that they would like to lend their expertise and used as an example Berman 
Park.  While on that subject of Berman Park, Chair Parrish indicated that everything was approved to plant 
fruit trees according to Parks and Recreation Director Mr. Andresky at the March 14th Quarterly Joint 
Meeting.  Apparently Victor Suarez and Jonathan Rizzo were going to donate the trees and help to plant 
them.  Since Mr. Andresky had resigned, the status of the project was unknown.  Board members suggested 
inviting Interim Parks and Recreation Director Matt Mlodzinski for an update on the program.  The site 
was ready to receive the trees, so the “hold up” had to be determined. 
 Mr. Hurley made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chair Weinstein, to invite Messrs. Rizzo and Suarez to 
the next Agricultural Advisory Board meeting.  In a voice vote, with Dr. Scott being absent, all voted in 
favor.  (Motion carried 4-0) 
 
 Board members agreed that Intergovernmental Affairs Manager Phillip Holste should also be invited 
to the next meeting as he may be involved in the project. 
 
 Ms. Aitken asked Mr. Weinstein when the next Friends of the Farm meeting would take place.  Since 
he did not have that information on hand, it was suggested that he email Ms. Gale when he had the date and 
she would pass the information on to the members so that they may attend.  
 
 5.3 Further Discussion on the Attempted Closing of the Public Trail 
 Earlier in the meeting, Vice-Chair Weinstein asked if the letter regarding the public trail went out to 
all the parties that had been discussed. 
 The letter had been sent out; however, in the interim, Mr. Hurley had spoken with Mayor Paul who 
indicated that she would speak with staff about the situation.  There were no other responses. 
 Ms. Aitken clarified that the trail was on a right-of-way horse trail although it was owned by the 
homeowners’ association.  She understood that the lake could be fenced off, but not the trail. 
 The Board took a wait and see attitude and decided to put it on the next agenda to follow-up.  
 
 Mr. Seidel asked questions of the Board members regarding the function of the Board, how they were 
selected and of their qualifications and experience.  They also shared information regarding the Leroy 
Collins Farm Park and the Friends of the Farm Park organization. 
 
6.   OLD BUSINESS 
 There was no old business discussed. 
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7.   NEW BUSINESS 
 There was no new business discussed. 
  
8.   COMMENTS AND/OR SUGGESTIONS 
 There were no comments and/or suggestions made. 
 
9.   ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business and no objections, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Date Approved:   __________________   _________________________________  
     Chair/Board Member 
   


