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1. 
ROLL CALL


The meeting was called to order at 6:11 p.m.  Board members present were Chair Alice Harrington (departed at 6:30 p.m.), Marlon Luis, Marcy Fallahzadeh, Rebecca Orlando, John Pisula (arrived at 6:30 p.m.) and Barbara Ann Tilley.  Also present was Board Secretary Jenevia Edwards recording the meeting.  Richard Colgan and Kimberly Sereda were absent.
2.
SELECTION OF CHAIR

Ms. Tilley nominated Ms. Harrington as Chair, seconded by Mr. Luis.  Ms. Harrington declined the nomination and indicated that she would be happy to serve as Vice-Chair.


Ms. Harrington nominated Mr. Luis as Chair, seconded by Ms. Tilley.  As there were no other nominations, the nominations were closed.  In a voice vote, with Mr. Colgan, Mr. Pisula and Ms. Sereda being absent, all voted in favor.  (Motion carried 5-0) 
3.
SELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR

Ms. Tilley nominated Ms. Harrington as Vice-Chair, seconded by Mr. Luis.  As there were no other nominations, the nominations were closed.  In a voice vote, with Mr. Colgan, Mr. Pisula and Ms. Sereda being absent, all voted in favor.  (Motion carried 5-0) 
4.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
July 11, 2005


Later in the meeting, Mr. Pisula made a motion, seconded by Ms. Tilley, to approve the minutes of July 11, 2005.  In a voice vote, with Vice-Chair Harrington, Mr. Colgan and Ms. Sereda being absent, all voted in favor.  (Motion carried 5-0)

Vice-Chair Harrington commented that she was probably the longest appointed member on the Board and would be up for reappointment next year.  She felt that someone else should be given a chance to be Chair.  Vice-Chair Harrington commented that aside from the work that was done during the summer with the Child Safety Board, there never seemed to be a quorum long enough to move forward with any activities and expressed disappointment that there was always the same group of Boardmembers present.  

A brief discussion followed concerning appointments and the length of time of each appointment.  Ms. Orlando indicated that she was thinking about resigning from the Board as she planned to do a lot of traveling next year.  The consensus was to contact the Town Council to discuss the appointment of the additional members to make a full Board.  Ms. Tilley commented that there had been talk about combining certain boards and she felt that it was a good idea.  Vice-Chair Harrington commented that everything that the Board had attempted to do, something happened to address the issue and made the Board ineffective.  She commented that input was needed from Council as to what role the Board could take to be most effective.  

A brief discussion ensued concerning ways to recognize the academic accomplishments of high school students in the Town which could aid in their acceptance into college.  Chair Luis commented that the Town gave citizenship awards to elementary school children and it was not the same.  Ms. Tilley commented that discussion at a Council meeting had indicated that awards to high school students were done through the American Legion.  


Chair Luis commented that he would like to see children residing in Davie be able to attend Nova Elementary and Nova High School.  He indicated that it was an insult that children
had to be on a “20 year” waiting list to get into Nova.  Chair Luis commented that if the Broward County School Board wanted a special school they should have one built somewhere else.  He added that children residing in close proximity to Nova were being bussed out of the area to other schools.

  Ms. Orlando commented on previous discussions regarding Junior Achievement.  She believed that the Junior Achievement was a good idea, however, since initial discussions, she had heard nothing further.  Vice-Chair Harrington explained that when an issue was School Board related, it suddenly moved somewhere else and out of the purview of the School Advisory Board, resulting in activity or inactivity from the Board.  She commented that Mr. Pisula was the head of Broward Days and although she was not aware of the education legislative initiative package for Broward County, maybe there was something in the package in which the Board could get involved with Town Council’s approval.  

There was brief discussion regarding the meeting schedule with Chair Luis asking whether the schedule could be changed so that meetings could be held monthly.  Vice-Chair Harrington confirmed that the schedule was set by an ordinance that was passed by Council.  There was a consensus of the Board that a presentation should be made to Council to find out what their objectives and goals were for the Board. 

Boardmembers discussed the upcoming election for State representative.  Chair Luis expressed his opinion as to which candidate he would support and asked if he would be violating Sunshine Law if he emailed Boardmembers seeking their opinion.  Ms. Edwards indicated that the inquiry should be forwarded to her and she would email the other Boardmembers.  

Mr. Pisula agreed that direction was needed from Council concerning expected goals for the Board.  A brief discussion followed concerning a Board member who expressed the inability to attend meetings due to time constraints.  It was suggested that this Board member should contact the appointing Councilmember and inform her that he was unable to fulfill his obligation to the Board.  Mr. Pisula reiterated that there had been discussions regarding the possibility of combining the School Advisory Board with the Child Safety Board.  He commented that there were too many boards and some people were on more than one board.  Ms. Tilley felt that since the common interest of the School Advisory Board and the Child Safety Board was children, both boards should be combined.  


There was a lengthy discussion concerning the premature ending of the meetings between the Child Safety Advisory Board and the School Advisory Board Joint Task Force, and the lack of feedback regarding the outcome of proposals at the meetings.  Mr. Pisula felt that direction was needed from Council as to the Board’s role.  He indicated that he was involved in a mentoring program with a group called Take Stock in Children, and  highlighted the various aspects, services, programs and scholarships offered by the organization.  Mr. Pisula commented that the Board should consider the mentoring program as a way to support schools and Davie Elementary Schools should be targeted.  

Chair Luis asked if the Police Athletic League (PAL) received funding from the Town or were they totally independent.  Mr. Pisula responded that they received funding from the Police Department budget and grants and they held fundraisers. 


Mr. Pisula commented that the meetings were always attended by the same Boardmembers.  He felt that this Board should be combined with the Child Safety Board, the number of Boardmembers reduced, and a recommendation be made to Council to combine both
Boards and increase the size of the new board to accommodate whoever would like to be on the new combined board.  

Mr. Pisula made a motion, seconded by Ms. Tilley, that the School Advisory Board approach Council about combining the School Advisory Board with the Child Safety Board with the number seats to be 14 members on the new Board with each Council member to appoint two members each and four at large that they could all vote on.  In a voice vote with Mr. Colgan, Ms. Sereda and Vice-Chair Harrington being absent, all voted in favor.  (Motion carried 5-0)

There was a lengthy discussion concerning Broward Days, the trip to Tallahassee and issues that might be of interest to the Board.  Mr. Pisula indicated that there were several teams, the largest of which was the children’s issues teams, which handled all school board issues. He explained about the membership, what was included, the cost involved and the events in Broward and in Tallahassee.  Mr. Pisula indicated that membership of the Broward Days Organization was not a requirement to be on the team, but membership was required to be able to attend receptions.  Chair Luis asked if it was non-partisan with Mr. Pisula responding in the affirmative and adding that it was all issue based.  Mr. Pisula provided information for Boardmembers to contact the executive director if they were interested in being on the children’s issues team.   


The Board briefly discussed the over-crowding issue in Broward County schools which was due to poor planning.  Mr. Pisula commented that with the continuing increase in the population, over-crowding would become worse.  


There was discussion concerning the mentoring issue and the grade issue as the type of projects that the Board could become involved with.  Mr. Pisula commented that the Board could target one school annually, get the Town to focus on that one school and get local businesses involved.  He added that this would alert the Town on the grade issue, that if the grades were to improve, something had to be done.  Mr. Pisula commented that as part of the new Board, the target could be safety and educational issues and the Board could have an annual Adopt-a-School Program with the Town adopting a school.  He suggested making a recommendation to Council and the School Board regarding the Adopt-a-School Program.  The Board speculated on Council’s expected response and concluded that not all of Council would be receptive to the idea. 

Chair Luis asked if anyone had heard that the School Board was going to ask for the one percent increase in sales tax.  Boardmembers responded in the negative.  Chair Luis explained that he saw signs in Fort Pierce asking St. Lucie County residents to vote for the increase.  Mr. Pisula believed that the increase would be going towards affordable housing.  A brief discussion followed regarding upcoming elections in November in some municipalities in Broward County.

Mr. Pisula made a motion, seconded by Chair Luis, to defer item 5 and item 6 until the December 19, 2005 meeting.  In a voice vote, with Mr. Colgan, Ms. Sereda and Vice-Chair Harrington being absent, all voted in favor.  (Motion carried 5-0)  

5.
OLD BUSINESS


5.1
Joint Task Force Activity Review
6.
NEW BUSINESS


6.1
Broward County School Board Activities
7.
COMMENTS AND/OR SUGGESTIONS


No comments and suggestions were made.

8.
ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business and no objections, the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

Date Approved:  
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