
                                                                

  Town Council Agenda Report

SUBJECT: Selection of Special Legal Counsel

TITLE OF AGENDA ITEM:  Special Legal Counsel for amendment to Comprehensive Plan and Land
Development Code regarding Special Residential Facilities

REPORT IN BRIEF: Previously, the Town Attorney has suggested that Special Counsel be retained in
conjunction with amendment to the Comprehensive Plan and Land Development Code regarding Special
Residential Facilities.  Town Council had directed staff to solicit other law firms for selection process
relating to this endeavor in addition to the firm recommended by the Town Attorney.

PREVIOUS ACTIONS:  On September 1, 1999, Town Council requested staff solicit additional firms.

CONCURRENCES:  The Town Attorney has recommended the law firm of Burke, Weaver & Prell be
retained.

FISCAL IMPACT:  $145.00 - $240.00 per hour

RECOMMENDATION(S):  Motion to select the firm of Burke, Weaver & Prell and authorize the
Town Administrator to sign agreement for legal services.

Attachment(s):  Memorandum to Town Administrator, List of applicable Attorneys and Law Firms, 
Resume Copies

Item No.



DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT
Planning & Zoning Division

MEMORANDUM
PZ  09-44-99 

TO:  Robert Middaugh, Town Administrator

THRU: Mark A. Kutney, AICP, Development Services Director 

FROM:   Grace Hall, Assistant to the Development Services Director

DATE:  August 23, 1999

RE: Attorneys/Special Residential Facility Issue

Pursuant to previous discussions and Town Council direction, staff contacted the following
Agencies with regard to finding a local Firm and/or Attorney to assist the Town of Davie in
amending our Comprehensive Plan and Land Development Code as it relates to Special
Residential Facilities.  Telephone calls were made to the following State and Federal
Agencies.

•  Jacksonville HUD Office:  (904) 232-2627; Conversation with Ms. Marla Randall

•  Miami HUD Office:  (305) 536-4456; Conversation with Mr. Charlie Roche-Garcia

•  Florida Department of Community Affairs/Housing Office: (850)488-7956;

Conversation with Ms. Susan Fejes

• Florida Department of Community Affairs/General Counsel Office: (850) 488-8466

 Conversation with Ms. Beck Fraser

• State of Florida, Department of Children and Family Services: (954) 327-5220

Conversation with Sandra Schwartz in the Legal Department

• Broward County Attorneys Office: (954) 357-7600; Conversation with Sharon Cruz

Staff was advised by every Agency that it was not their policy to recommend Attorney’s
and/or Law Firms.  Staff then contacted our Housing and Community Development
Coordinator, Shirley Taylor-Prakelt who recommended Mr. Bill Thompson, Executive
Director with an Organization called HOPE, Inc.  Staff spoke with Mr. Thompson and he was
going to have his Vice-President,  Kenya Johnson contact the Town.  Unfortunately to date,
staff has not been able to speak with Ms. Johnson.

After exhausting all efforts, Staff contacted several of the Law Firms that the Town has



conducted business with in the past.  These Attorneys and Law Firms are as follows.  Also
listed are the recommendations they provided.

Attorney’s Firms Contacted: Recommended:

• Attorney Bill Laystrom Attorney John Milledge
Doumar, Allsworth, Curtis, Cross, * 9/23/99: Mr. Milledge left a voicemail 

stating
1177 S.E. 3rd Avenue he was leaving town for several weeks and 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida  33316 would not be able to provide information to 
(954) 525-3441 TC within our time constraints. 

• Attorney Richard Weiss Attorney Jamie Cole with his firm
Weiss, Serota and Helfman Law Firm Weiss, Serota and Helfman Law Firm
1132 S. E. 2nd Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, Florida   33316 * 9/23/99:  Fax received, Attorney
(954) 763-4242 Cole withdrew proposal

• Attorney Denis Mele Attorney Mark Grant with his firm
Ruden, McClosky, Smith, Schuster & Russel, P.A. Ruden, McClosky, Smith, Schuster & Russel, P.A.

200 East Broward Boulevard, 15th Floor
(Post Office Box 1900)
Fort Lauderdale, Florida   33302
(954) 764-6660

• Attorney Debbie Orshefsky Attorney Susan Trevarthen with
Greenberg & Traurig, P. A. Burke, Weaver & Prell, and
515 E. Las Olas Boulevard Attorney Jeff Sheffle w/Weiss, Serota and  

Fort Lauderdale, Florida  33301 Helfman Law Firm

(954) 765-0550

Please note that Staff called Nova-Southeastern University and sent an email message
requesting any recommendations that could be provided from the College.  No response was
received back.

Staff also spoke with Attorney Michael Burke, who is assigned to represent the Town
through the Florida League of Cities and advised him of the dilemma Staff was having
obtaining recommendations.  Staff informed him of the recommendations that  had been
obtained to date and he advised that staff had received a good selection to choose from.

Also, at the time this report was being prepared, staff received a recommendation from
Attorney Bill Laystrom.  Attorney Laystrom recommended Attorney John Milledge in Fort
Lauderdale.  Staff contacted Mr. Milledge’s office and he advised that he was preparing to be
out of Town for a couple of weeks and could not furnish a proposal in time for the Town
deadline.

Staff contacted the firm of Burke, Weaver & Prell and spoke with Attorney Stroud.  She
indicated that it was possible for the firm to not bill the Town for travel time related to the



completion of this assignment. Please be advised that the firm of Burke, Weaver & Prell is
charging $175.00 an hour for the services of Nancy Stroud as opposed to $240.00 for the local
firm of Ruden, McCloskey, Smith, Schuster & Russell, P.A., (Mark Grant). Based on the
above and upon review of the proposals submitted to the Town, staff would recommend that
Town Council select the law firm of Burke, Weaver & Prell (Attorney Nancy Stroud) and
authorize the Town Administrator to sign an agreement for legal services.

Attorneys/Law Firms
Special Residential Facility/Fair Housing

1. Attorney Nancy Stroud
Burke, Weaver & Prell
1900 Glades Road, Suite #350
Boca Raton, Florida  33431
(954) 391-0400

2. Attorney Susan Trevarthen
Burke, Weaver & Prell
1900 Glades Road, Suite #350
Boca Raton, Florida  33431
(954) 391-0400

3. Attorney Mark Grant
Ruden, McCloskey, Smith, Schuster & Russell, P.A.
200 East Broward Boulevard
P.O. Box # 1900
Fort Lauderdale, Florida   33302
(954) 527-2404

4. Attorney Jamie Cole   * 9/23/99 -  Fax received withdrawing proposal 
Weiss, Serota and Helfman
1132 Southeast 2nd Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, Florida    33316
(954) 763-4242



5. Attorney John Milledge
110 S.E. 6th Street, 15th Floor
Fort Lauderdale, Florida   
(954) 761-8640








































