
 

 

 
TOWN OF DAVIE 

STORMWATER ASSESSMENT WORKSHOP MEETING  
   FEBRUARY 19, 2014  

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

The meeting was called to order at 5:17 p.m. and was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 

Present at the meeting were Mayor Paul, Vice-Mayor Caletka and Councilmembers Hattan, Luis 
and Starkey.  Also present were Town Administrator Lemack, Town Attorney Rayson and Assistant 
Town Clerk Roig recording the meeting.   

 
3.  STORMWATER ASSESSMENT  

Intergovernmental Affairs Manager Phil Holste introduced Fred Bloetscher, Public Utility 
Management and Planning Services, to make the Power Point presentation.  Mr. Bloetscher’s presentation 
described the need to handle stormwater runoff and how to manage the costs.   

Mr. Holste continued the presentation, outlining the reasons why the Town needed a stormwater 
assessment.  He requested direction from Council to begin the process to implement a stormwater 
assessment for the FY 2016 budget and to complete a Comprehensive Stormwater Master Plan in FY 
2015 using Capital Projects Reserves, to be reimbursed through future stormwater assessments.   

Mayor Paul agreed that swales should be re-dug.  She did not feel the 100-year flood chart was 
realistic any longer and thought they needed to plan for 5 to 10-year flood events.  Mayor Paul noted they 
were having more severe rain events that were not associated with hurricanes.  She said other water 
control entities must be involved as well, to convince residents that paying into the system was going to 
work.  Mr. Holste said staff would work with water control districts when creating the Master Plan.   

Mayor Paul asked about secondary funding sources and Mr. Bloetscher explained that the 
secondary funding sources and agencies such as FEMA and SRF looked for a primary funding source.  
Mayor Paul asked about issuing bonds, as an assessment would not cover the costs of the projects and Mr. 
Bloetscher stated creating a dedicated stormwater enterprise fund helped identify how the funds would be 
paid back.  This was also used to validate borrowing for a bond.   

Mayor Paul pointed out the difficulty some lower income families would have paying the 
assessment.  She said controlling flooding was a life safety issue for the entire Town.  Mayor Paul said 
property owners should not be allowed to fill in swales and the Town needed to be more cognizant of this 
occurring. 

Vice-Mayor Caletka remarked that this would pass because “We have way too many ‘tax and 
spend democrats on this Council.’”  He stated according to the report, they were spending $1.4 million 
annually to do this, but “now what this proposal is intending us to do is to create a whole new tax for 
another $1.4 million so you can use the rest as a slush fund.”  This would result in creating a new tax that 
was less efficient because 30% would be used for administration, when they were currently spending all 
of the $1.4 million on improvements.   

Councilmember Hattan asked about upcoming mandatory requirements and Director of Public 
Works Mark Collins explained that there were more stringent requirements for testing, monitoring and 
reporting for all municipalities under the NPDS permit and MS-4 requirements.  They must address the 
swale issue, the direction of the water, the quality of the water and how quickly it receded into the 
ground.  The question was how to fund it.  He added that the $1.4 million they were currently spending 
annually that Vice-Mayor Caletka mentioned included salaries, upkeep, fuel and reporting, but costs 
would all increase due to the new requirements.  The enterprise fund would be dedicated to stormwater 
activities.  The current $1.4 million would go back to the General Fund for other projects needed in the 
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Town.  Councilmember Hattan stated her house had stopped flooding years ago after the swales were re-
dug and she supported this as part of the plan. 

Councilmember Luis said he was not 100% in favor of this, but he felt they must move forward 
because it must be done.   

Mr. Holste said the study would cost $250,000 to $400,000.  Councilmember Luis asked if Town 
engineers could perform the study and Town Engineer Rod Ley stated he had the expertise but the study 
would take hundreds and hundreds of hours; this was why a study was so expensive.  He thought it could 
be done in four to five months.  Mr. Holste said they would put out an RFP.  Mr. Lemack reminded 
Council that this was a future public safety infrastructure initiative and the cost and need would not go 
away.  The study was necessary to identify a stable funding source.   

 
4. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to discuss and no objections, the meeting was adjourned at 6:06 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved________________________              _____________________________          
                            Mayor/Councilmember 
 
_________________________________ 
Acting Town Clerk 


