DAVIE AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD

JANUARY 24, 2006
JULY 22, 2003


    DAVIE AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD

JANUARY 24, 2006
1.
ROLL CALL


The meeting was called to order at 6:50 p.m.  Board members present were Chair Julie Aitken, Jason Hurley and Jacque Daniels.  Also present was Board Secretary Jenevia Edwards recording the meeting.  Councilmember Susan Starkey and Vice-Chair Rick Bruns were absent.
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
May 24, 2005





September 27, 2005


Mr. Hurley made a motion, seconded by Ms. Daniels, to approve the minutes of May 24, 2005 and September 27, 2005.  In a voice vote, with Councilmember Starkey and Vice-Chair Bruns being absent, all voted in favor.  (Motion carried 3-0)  
3.
DISCUSSION


3.1
Updating of Davie Farmers Guide


A lengthy discussion was devoted to the changes that should be made to certain items in the Davie Farmers Guide.  The Board highlighted the different areas to be updated indicating that since the Farmers Guide was posted on the Town’s website, the changes could be made there rather than asking the Town to print new booklets.  Chair Aitken commented that the agricultural classification required the biggest update, and sections that were affected by changes in the law had to be updated as well.  She referred to problem areas and added that since the problems no longer exist, a rewrite was necessary.  


The Board further highlighted additional areas that should be updated and added that information relating to the bond issue should be included.  Chair Aitken and Mr. Hurley read from several sections of the Farmers Guide, highlighting the areas that were no longer applicable.  Chair Aitken discussed the Homestead Exemption and Save Our Home cap advising how it affected farmers if they lost the agricultural classification.   Chair Aitken commented that agriculturally classified land was not capped by the Save Our Homes Act and this should be included in the update.  She advised that the changes should be placed on hold until the status regarding the revision of the agricultural classification was determined.  Chair Aitken commented that she would contact Code Compliance Official Danny Stallone regarding the status on the revision.

4.
OLD BUSINESS


Ms. Daniels asked if there was any information forthcoming regarding the status of the property on the northeast corner of 58th Avenue and Stirling Road as to who the owner was and what the plans were for the property.  Mr. Curtis provided information regarding the property and asked about the Board’s interest.  Ms. Daniels commented that the Town was interested in the Board identifying certain parcels that might be used as a trail connector or a pocket park.  

Ms. Daniels referred to the Berman mitigation site and explained that lately it had become a dump site.  A brief discussion followed as to whether the property was privately owned or owned by the Town  with Ms. Daniels indicating that she was informed by Councilmember Paul that the property was owned by the Town.  Mr. Hurley commented that whether the property was owned by the Town or not, it was illegal to dump there and suggested that both the Police Department and Code Compliance Division should be apprised of this.  Chair Aitken referred to the May 24th meeting when Councilmember Starkey indicated that the property was privately owned but that the attorney for the Berman Preserve was working with Town Attorney Monroe Kiar to eliminate the existing problems, finalize the agreements and sign the documents.  As soon as the documents were signed, the property would belong to the Town.  Ms. Daniels commented that based on the information garnered from the May meeting, Councilmember Paul’s information might have been incorrect unless the existing problems relating to the property had 
been solved.  Mr. Curtis provided information indicating that the property was purchased by the Town in July 2004.

Chair Aitken referred to the Hobby Farm ordinance and advised that it had been codified.  She explained that she was asked by Deputy Planning and Zoning Manager Marcie Nolan where the ordinance it indicated how to be vested as a hobby farm.  Chair Aitken indicated that the ordinance may have vested entire neighborhoods as hobby farms.  A brief discussion followed with Mr. Hurley referring to the issues undertaken by the Board.  Chair Aitken highlighted some of the issues and explained that the Hobby Farm ordinance covered non-farms such as backyard type farms.  She indicated that she did not have an answer for Ms. Nolan and suggested that the Board review the Hobby Farm ordinance to see if it needed tweaking.  Mr. Hurley asked if it was difficult to retrieve copies of the minutes associated with the Hobby Farm ordinance.  Ms. Edwards indicated that she would provide the minutes to the Board.     

5.
NEW BUSINESS


Chair Aitken indicated that Councilmember Paul was asking if any of the Boardmembers would like to ride on her vehicle in the Orange Blossom Parade.  She advised Boardmembers to contact Councilmember Paul if they were interested.  
6.
COMMENTS AND/OR SUGGESTIONS


Following a lengthy discussion concerning direction for the Board, Chair Aitken advised that the Town was close to receiving the grant for the Farm Park.  Chair Aitken asked if it was too premature to make suggestions for the Farm Park.  Mr. Hurley suggested reviewing previous information to see what had been proposed for the park.

Chair Aitken commented on the Attorney General Opinion regarding the downzoning issue and advised that there had not been a response and asked if there should be a different approach.  She advised that Councilmember Paul had sent a letter to the Attorney General but the response did not answer any of the questions asked.  Mr. Hurley indicated that the Board had offered advice and had done its part and the Board should let it rest until the issue came up again in the future.

Chair Aitken advised that the Board should begin developing conceptual plans similar to that for the Zoning in Progress.  She commented that ideas for the Farm Park could be discussed at the February meeting.  

 The Board discussed items for the February 28th agenda.  Chair Aitken suggesting that Farm Park ideas and the Hobby Farm ordinance issues be placed on the agenda.  She indicated that she would email Mr. Stallone concerning the Code revision and this could be placed on the agenda as old business.  

7.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no objections and no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

____________​​​​​___________


_______________________________


Date Approved



Chair/Board Member







PAGE  
2

