DAVIE AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD
SEPTEMBER 24, 2002
6:30 P.M.

1. ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. Board members present were Chair Hilda
Testa, Vice-Chair Julie Aitken, Jacque Daniels, and Barbara Spiece. Board Secretary Jacque
Daniels recorded the meeting. Jason Hurley was absent.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: November 26, 2001
April 23, 2002
June 25, 2002
July 23, 2002
Vice-Chair Aitken made a motion, seconded by Ms. Daniels, to approve the minutes of
November 26, 2001, April 23, 2002, June 25, 2002 and July 23, 2002. In a voice vote, all voted in
favor. (Motion carried 4-0)

3.  DISCUSSION

3.1 Review Hurricane Preparedness Guide and Discuss Distribution

Chair Testa advised of the different businesses to which she had distributed copies of the
guide and indicated that there were other locations to which she intended to make distribution.
There was a brief discussion among boardmembers concerning the different locales where they
would distribute additional copies of the guides.

Vice-Chair Aitken referred to the Davie Farmers’ Guide, which she understood had been
sent to the printers and would be presented to Council when ready. Additionally, the guide
would be published in the Davie Update and posted on the Town’s website. She added that to
date, it appeared that no progress had been made. Chair Testa indicated that she would attempt
to meet with Town Administrator Thomas Willi for a follow-up.

It was the consensus of the Board that reference should be made to the hurricane
preparedness guide at Council meetings and its availability at various locations as well as being
advertised in the Davie Update.

The Board discussed code compliance and ordinance issues, problems created with the
original 12.34(B) and why it was necessary to delete it from the Code. Also discussed was the
Farm Act and the abuse by some farmers, and problems that could affect hobby farms. Vice-
Chair Aitken suggested that the Board create a list indicating the problems and solutions for
hobby farmers, similar to the list for rural preservation. There was a lengthy discussion
regarding structures with Vice-Chair Aitken commenting that verification was needed as to what
was considered a permanent structure. Chair Testa suggested that the Town’s Code should be
checked for absolute certainty.

3.2 Discuss Benefits to the Town in Providing Credit to Hobby Farms

Chair Testa referred to information she had gathered from an article which referred to a
rating system being used in California. She explained that this rating system involved the
inspection of farms by city inspectors adding that this was an educational process to encourage
farm owners in the environmental friendly ways of managing their farms. Following a lengthy
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discussion, the Board agreed that a program of this nature would not be well received by the
farming community.

Chair Testa commented that the benefits to the Town for providing credit to hobby farms
would be to preserve the lifestyle by encouraging hobby farmers. The Board discussed several
methods of encouraging farmers including asking the Town to delineate deed restriction of
horses in existing and new developments. Vice-Chair Aitken added that she would research the
Town’s Code and provide the information at the next Board meeting.

4. OLD BUSINESS
There was no old business to discuss.

5. NEW BUSINESS
There was no new business to discuss.

6. COMMENTS AND/OR SUGGESTIONS
There were no comments and/or suggestions made.

7.  ADJOURNMENT
There being no objections and no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:55
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