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1.
ROLL CALL


The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.  Board members present were Chair John Pisula, Barbara Ann Tilley, Lynne Marie Watters, Sharon Zane and Eric Swalley.  Also present was Board Secretary Jenevia Edwards recording the meeting.  Colleen Gulla, Vice-Chair Alice Harrington, and Marcy Fallahzadeh were absent.
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
November 13, 2006


Ms. Zane made a motion, seconded by Ms. Tilley, to approve the minutes of November 13, 2006.  In  

In a voice vote, with Ms. Gulla, Vice-Chair Harrington, and Ms. Fallahzadeh being absent, all voted in favor.  (Motion carried 5-0)

3.
DISCUSSION

3.1
Budget Review


Chair Pisula advised that the bill for the storage unit had been paid by Major Taylor.  The question arose as to how much money was in the budget which resulted in a lengthy discussion.  Ms. Watters commented that a great deal of time and effort had been spent by the previous Board in trying to establish the amount of the budget.  Since the Board did not have an answer, Chair Pisula was concerned because there were projects that this Board would be getting involved with, and although he hoped that the cost would not be too much, he still needed to know how much money was in the budget.  He asked if any of the Boardmembers wanted to work with Major Taylor to determine the budget.  Ms. Tilley agreed to work with Major Taylor.  Chair Pisula indicated that the Board wanted to know the amount of the budget, how to access the funds and if any additional funds were allotted to the Board.  He asked that Ms. Tilley forward any information to the Board Secretary.  Chair Pisula stated that since Ms. Tilley had  undertaken to work with Major Taylor to get the figures, he would like to see a copy of the bank statement.  Following Ms. Tilley’s response that she would contact Major Taylor, Chair Pisula commented that he would like to work with the Town Clerk Russell Muniz to find out the line item for the Board.  

Ms. Zane advised that former Boardmember Cynthia Frost had asked to purchase a helmet for her son from the Board’s inventory.  A brief discussion ensued regarding how the funds would get credited to the right account after being collected from Ms. Frost.  The problem was that Budget and Finance Director Bill Underwood was no longer with the Town and he knew all the pertinent information regarding the account.  Ms. Zane indicated that she would hold the funds until the next meeting.  Chair Pisula advised that if she received a check, she had to “turn over” the funds to be deposited within 24 hours.  
3.2 Inventory

Chair Pisula commented that the Board should not only be involved in Town events but in other outside events that involved safety issues.  He highlighted several safety events and commented that many of the brochures that were in the storage unit could be distributed during these events and this would create an awareness of Davie’s involvement in safety issues.  A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the amount and types of items that were in the storage unit.  Ms. Zane indicated that she had brought only a small sample of the items that were in storage which was representative of a wide range of safety issues.  Chair Pisula indicated that there was an extensive number of brochures covering gun safety 
with Ms. Watters responding that this was a result of a grant that the Child Safety Board had received.  He explained that a list of the brochures should be placed on the Town’s website.  In addition, the Board should work with local neighborhood Crime Watch groups to distribute some of the brochures.  Chair Pisula suggested that these brochures be distributed to Crime Watch groups every six months.  He commented that he was impressed by the types of brochures, but felt that there was too much in storage. 
Mr. Swalley suggested distributing some of the brochures at school Parent Teachers’ Association (PTA) meetings.   

Ms. Watters advised that there was minimal fire safety material available because the Fire Department was responsible for many of the fire issues and it would be a duplicating effort.  Chair Pisula indicated that he would contact Fire Chief Don Dipetrillo to find out the type of brochures that were available through his department and the name of a contact person so that this information could be forwarded to the schools.  The Board discussed ways in which to distribute brochures and Ms. Watters suggested using school resource officers as they had contact with some parents.  The consensus of the Board was that summer was near and it would be a good idea to have as much brochures as possible distributed through the schools. Discussion ensued concerning sites to places the brochures for distribution with Boardmembers suggesting various locations.  Ms. Zane stressed that every effort should be made to make sure that the brochures were getting into the hands of the parents.  


Ms. Zane spoke of the memorial to Joy Yoder that was to be placed at the Pine Island Multi-Purpose Center; however, the hold up was trying to find an economical display rack.  She explained that she had sent information concerning the cost to Procurement Manager Herb Hyman but had never received any feedback from him.  Chair Pisula suggested that Ms. Zane contact Mr. Hyman to get some clarity on the issue.  
  
Ms. Watters stated that having an exact inventory of the exact number of each type of brochure meant that the brochures would have to be re-inventoried after every event.  She added that there would never be an accurate amount of the articles.  Several suggestions were made as to how to maintain an accurate count of the material. 
   
Discussion continued concerning sites to place the brochures for distribution.  Ms. Watters indicated that she would provide a list of every licensed child care facility in Davie and their licensed capacity which would give an idea of the number of children they had.  Chair Pisula indicated that he would contact the Boys and Girls Club and Young at Art to see if these locations could be used as sites for distribution.  He referred to PTA’s as an opportunity to distribute literature on safety issues with Ms. Watters indicating that for every school, there was a minimum of 1,000 children per school.  Chair Pisula stated that there might not be enough brochures.  Ms. Watters explained that in the past, monthly events had been suggested such as, Say No To Drugs Month and Bicycle Safety Month.  These events would create safety awareness and make the Town more visible.  She commented that this event would have to take place at the beginning of the school.  Chair Pisula commented that October was Fire Safety Month and the Board could partner with the Fire Department to have a big event and inform the schools.  Ms. Watters stated that she would research to see which safety event happened in which month.


Chair Pisula spoke of his idea to have a packet of literature presented to every parent who applied for the summer camp.  He indicated that he would contact Linda Palmer at the Parks and Recreation Department.  Discussion ensued regarding the amount of literature with Boardmembers suggesting that the amount of brochures be kept to a minimum due to the amount of summer program literature that might be included in the packet as well.  

There was discussion concerning a webpage that would provide information on safety issues.  Chair Pisula indicated that he would contact Public Information Officer Braulio Rosa to ask if the Town would provide a link to other safety sites on the Town webpage.  Boardmembers suggested that a 20-minute advertisement be placed on the Town’s television channel that highlighted safety issues.  

Ms. Zane asked if the Town had a welcome wagon.  Chair Pisula responded in the negative.  Ms. Watters explained that there was non-stop parenting activities being held at Nova on a daily basis.  Chair Pisula asked her to find out if they would be willing to distribute some of the literature.  He commented that the Nova health fairs would be a place for distribution and he asked Ms. Watters to find out when the large health fairs were being held.  Ms. Watters suggested the Nova library and the Davie Cooper City Public Library as possible distribution sites. 

The Board discussed the schedule for Boardmembers when they volunteered at events to distribute literature.  Chair Pisula suggested using other volunteers such as Boys’ Scouts or students who needed service hours.  Ms. Watters commented that the students in need of service hours, the difficulty was contacting them.  Chair Pisula spoke about the Board having a spot in the Davie Update to highlight events by the Board and the need for volunteers, and the type of brochures that were available through the Board.  Ms. Zane commented that reservations for the July 4th Town event could be made by contacting Special Projects Director Bonnie Stafiej.  Mr. Swalley agreed to contact Ms. Stafiej and added that he would assist with handing out some of the safety brochures.  

Following a lengthy discussion concerning various events held during the summer, including the Police Department’s Nation Night Out, Chair Pisula suggested holding contests which would create an awareness of the Board.  


Concerning education issues, Mr. Swalley commented that alternative energy should be emphasized in the education department.  He spoke of his study of hydrogen which was particle free,  without CO2  and no carbon in a water based energy program.  Ms. Watters commented that this was an idea for Earth Day.  Mr. Swalley highlighted several aspect of hydrogen use and indicated that he would be happy to conduct a demonstration at the Town’s July 4th event.

Chair Pisula explained that the Town was represented by six members of the School Board.  From an education standpoint, he believed there should be School Board involvement with this Board and he would like to invite these individuals to Board meetings.  He indicated that the Board should focus on a lot more than general educational improvement in Davie schools which would attract more people to  the Town.  Ms. Watters stated that the Broward County School Board was large and the resources that they had available to the schools was monumental.  She commented that by asserting the positive qualities of Davie schools, and by making the information public, it might be a better way of attracting people to Davie.  Ms. Watters expressed the belief that there was nothing much that the Board could do to improve the education in itself.  Chair Pisula disagreed.  He believed that less School Board representatives would  create more attention for Davie.  Ms. Watters commented that to the representatives, the schools in the Town were not separate from all the other schools in Broward County.  Chair Pisula spoke of additional homes being built in Davie which would present a growing need for additional schools.  He believed that as an education and safety board, this Board should be focusing on the location of good schools and highlighting the problems.  Ms. Watters suggested starting a program for next year with each school nominating one child for each grade level as a child of the month and presenting an award to each child.    


Discussion continued with Boardmembers highlighting various activities that that the Board could get involved with which included student recognition program.  Chair Pisula suggested that the Board focus on one big issue for education and several smaller issues for safety.  He reiterated that the Board should have this information in the Davie Update which could include a different safety tip each quarter as well as website information.  Chair Pisula stated that he would discuss the issue with Mr. Rosa to find out if information concerning the Board could be advertised on Channel 78.  He commented that he would also like to have a link for the Board on the Town’s webpage.

3.3   Upcoming Events


This was discussed earlier in the meeting.  


4.
OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business to discuss. 

5.
NEW BUSINESS


There was no new business to discuss.
6.
AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING

Following a brief discussion, the following items were suggested for the May meeting:
· Inviting a School Board member to the May meeting

· Infant and toddler safety

7.
COMMENTS AND/OR SUGGESTIONS

There were no comments and/or suggestions.

8.
ADJOURNMENT


There being no objections and no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.
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