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1.
ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  Board members present were Chair Mike Bender, Vice-Chair Mimi Turin, Casey Lee, Scott McLaughlin and John Stevens.  Also present were Town Attorney Monroe Kiar, Planner Chris Gratz and Board Secretary Janet Gale recording the meeting.  
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
April 13, 2005


Ms. Lee made a motion, seconded by Mr. McLaughlin, to approve the minutes of April 13, 2005.  In a voice vote, all voted in favor.  (Motion carried 5-0)
3.
PUBLIC HEARING


Vacation


3.1
VA 12-1-03, Hormazabal/Oak Scholar of Broward LLC, 3655 SW 154 Avenue (AG)

Chair Bender asked Mr. Kiar if items 3.1 and 3.2 could be addressed with one presentation and be voted on separately.  Mr. Kiar asked the petitioner if there were any objections to the proposal.  Jon Voigt, representing the petitioner, indicated his agreement.


Mr. Gratz summarized the planning reports for the vacation and the rezoning requests.

Mr. Voigt provided a thorough presentation using elevations and a site plan to better explain the intent of the project.  He spoke of all the positive aspects of the facility and advised that it would be built in two phases with the entire infrastructure being completed in the first phase.  Using a rendering, Mr. Voigt specifically pointed out where the road easement would be vacated if approved.  He introduced Landscape Architect Mike Oliver, Engineer Jim Kahn and Traffic Engineer Jose Rodriguez to answer questions posed by the Board.

Chair Bender asked that if the venture was for profit, why not locate it in a business zoning district.  Mr. Voigt clarified that although the business was neither a charity nor a religious institution, it was a not-for-profit corporation with faculty and administration earning salaries.  Mr. Gratz indicated that since there was the possibility of a Charter school eventually being converted to a public school, the CF zoning was appropriate.


Chair Bender asked how many students attending the school would be from the Town.  It was Mr. Voigt’s understanding that while enrollment was open to all students in Broward County, it would make sense to serve the neighborhood it was in.  Chair Bender’s major concern was traffic safety and the site being so close to the Post Road Bridge.  Living nearby, he had observed that Shotgun Road was already dangerous at peak hours and that a school located at this site would exacerbate the problem.  The traffic flow within and around the site was discussed at length with Mr. Voigt elaborating on the circulation, stacking provisions, staggered starting times and other measures such as police details in order to alleviate congestion.


At Ms. Lee’s inquiry, Mr. Voigt listed the recommendations which were made at the Site Plan Committee meeting.  She asked about a time limitation for completing both phases of the project and was advised that a time limit was not imposed.  


Vice-Chair Turin asked about the estimated “trips” in traffic thinking that 800 was a low number.  Traffic Engineer Mr. Rodriguez addressed the issue and advised that 1,200 trips would be more accurate.  He explained that his configurations were based on the peak hours of the adjacent road which was Shotgun Road. 

Chair Bender asked if anyone wished to speak for or against these items.


Art Waganheim, 14922 SW 33 Street, spoke on behalf of his neighbors at Riverstone.  He indicated that the concept of a neighborhood school would probably add value to their homes; however, their concern was traffic safety issues on Shotgun Road, specifically at the major curve located just south of the proposed location.  Mr. Waganheim spoke of a future bridge which the Florida Department of Transportation had approved funding for and which would help alleviate the situation. He believed that if they could figure out a way to get the vehicles in and out without inhibiting traffic patterns that were already in place, then no one in his neighborhood would be opposed to the school. 

As there were no other speakers, Chair Bender closed the public hearing.


Mr. Voigt responded to the comments made by Mr. Waganheim and explained that Charter schools were free as were public schools.


Ms. Lee asked if the applicant understood that the landscaping needed to be installed for both phases upon completion of the first phase.  Landscape Architect Mr. Oliver indicated that he understood that was required; however, he noted that the landscaping planned around the building in phase two could not be installed because it would be destroyed during the construction of that building.

A lengthy discussion ensued among Boardmembers who agreed that a school was needed; however, Shotgun Road was too dangerous and presently over burdened with traffic.  Mr. McLaughlin asked if the applicant was willing to mitigate for the improvements needed on Shotgun Road.  Mr. Voigt responded that they wanted the school to be a success and traffic issues were shared with the parents dropping off students as well as the neighborhood.  He, therefore, indicated that his client would be interested in mitigating or negotiating to resolve any traffic safety issues.  They discussed sidewalks, setbacks, signage and traffic control personnel.  Also discussed was the possibility of swapping property with Broward County Schools; however, Mr. Voigt indicated that the School Board property could not be exchanged.

Item 3.1.  Mr. McLaughlin made a motion, seconded by Mr. Stevens, to vacate the 15-foot road right-of-way.  In a roll call vote, the vote was as follows:  Chair Bender – no; Vice-Chair Turin – no; Ms. Lee – yes; Mr. McLaughlin – yes; Mr. Stevens – yes.  (Motion carried 3-2)


Item 3.2.  Mr. McLaughlin made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chair Turin, to deny the rezoning of 10.63 acres from AG to CF.  In a roll call vote, the vote was as follows:  Chair Bender – yes; Vice-Chair Turin – yes; Ms. Lee – yes; Mr. McLaughlin – yes; Mr. Stevens – yes.  (Motion carried 5-0)



Rezoning


3.2
ZB 2-4-03, Hormazabal/Oak Scholar of Broward LLC, 3655 SW 154 Avenue (from AG to CF)

This item was discussed earlier in the meeting.

Variance 

3.3
V 2-4-05, Ashley Furniture Home Store/Advance Business Associates 3, 15451 Sheridan Street (PUD-County)

Rick Hasler, representing the petitioner, was present.  Mr. Gratz summarized the planning report and corrected the request to accurately reflect 1,039 square feet which was the cumulative total based on the exhibits.

Mr. Hasler cleared up the confusion about the amount of signage being requested and confirmed that 1,039 square feet was the amount he needed.  Using renderings, he better explained the intent of the request.


Ms. Lee inquired about the photometrics of the signage and Mr. Hasler was unable to answer her question.  She indicated that there was already a lot of light in that shopping center and in her opinion, it looked like Las Vegas.  Ms. Lee stated that she needed to know how bright the signage was to be.


Chair Bender asked if anyone wished to speak for or against this item.  


George Figler of Muvico Theaters indicated his support of the request as it was consistent with the site of the development.

As there were no other speakers, Chair Bender closed the public hearing.


Mr. Figler advised that the illumination of the signage would not exceed the photometrics of the parking lot and he would find out exactly what it was.


Mr. McLaughlin made a motion, seconded by Mr. Stevens, to approve.  In a roll call vote, the vote was as follows:  Chair Bender – yes; Vice-Chair Turin – no; Ms. Lee – no; Mr. McLaughlin – yes; Mr. Stevens – yes.  (Motion carried 3-2)

Ms. Lee asked that it be noted that this Board was not informed of the brightness of the signage and she hoped that the petitioner would have that information when they addressed the Town Council on this issue.


Special Permit

3.4
SE 3-1-05, Horse Gate Equestrian Center/Alpha Baptist Church, 5235 SW 82 Avenue (CF)

Juan Waggoner, representing the petitioner, was present.  Mr. Gratz summarized the planning report and explained that this specific use had not been addressed in the CF district.


Mr. Waggoner provided a short presentation to clarify the intent of this project and a brief history of the organization.  He answered questions regarding the setbacks, the installation of a berm between his property and the northern neighbor, and regarding Best Management Practices for the disposal of animal waste.

Chair Bender asked if anyone wished to speak for or against this item.


Jennifer Quillen, 5790 Stirling Road, spoke in support of this item and of her daughter’s experience with the organization.

Rich Rein, 321 SW 70 Avenue, spoke in support of Horse Gate and its goals.


As there were no other speakers, Chair Bender closed the public hearing.


A brief discussion ensued and Mr. Waggoner stated that he agreed that the stables were not to be rented out as a commercial business; however, he disclosed that a Davie Police horse would be boarded at this facility.  The Board had no objections.

Mr. McLaughlin made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chair Turin, to approve with the stipulation for the setbacks and subject to all the recommendations made by staff.  In a roll call vote, the vote was as follows:  Chair Bender – yes; Vice-Chair Turin – yes; Ms. Lee – yes; Mr. McLaughlin – yes; Mr. Stevens – yes.  (Motion carried 5-0)


4. 
OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business discussed.
5.
NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Gratz advised the Board that there would be an item for the May 25th meeting.  


Later in the meeting, he mentioned that a Rick Case issue would be forthcoming.  Board members asked if the abstention/lack of voting quorum issue had been resolved.  Mr. Kiar advised that Council had devised a solution which had been implemented and there should be no problem.
6.
COMMENTS AND/OR SUGGESTIONS

Ms. Lee asked about the status of the “58th Avenue” issue [V 10-1-04, Home Dynamics Corporation] as she was unable to attend the last Council meeting.


Chair Bender advised that Council had recommended that Home Dynamics Corporation “go back to the drawing board” and provide larger lots (25,000 to 35,000 square feet) in order to lower some density; that the perimeter consist of the larger lots with the interior lots being the smaller ones; and that some of the mitigation site be off site in order to achieve the larger lot sizes.


Ms. Lee asked if there had been any stipulations made regarding future individual variances for the residents of the development.  Mr. Kiar believed that the issue had been discussed and that it would be put into the restrictive covenants and brought to the attention of potential purchasers.


Ms. Lee reiterated the plan that a Boardmember be present at Council meetings in order to convey an accurate accounting of what transpired at these meetings and especially for controversial issues.  Chair Bender responded that he makes it a point to attend the Council meetings.  Mr. McLaughlin indicated that he tries to attend as well.
7.
ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business and no objections, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
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