
 

Application:        Revisions:  
Exhibit        Original Report Date: 9/11/06 
 

TOWN OF DAVIE 
Development Services Department 

Engineering Division 
Staff Report and Recommendation 

 
Current Engineering Fee Summary 

 
The current permit fees for paving, grading, drainage, water and sewer improvements has been assessed 
at 10 % of the construction costs as approved on October 15, 2003 by Town Ordinance 2003-042 . The 
Engineering fee schedule was revised on January 4th 2006 to include 8 % permit for earthwork and 
approved by Town Ordinance 2006-05. The Engineering fees cover staff time for engineering plan 
review, engineering permit review, engineering inspection services during the construction phases of 
any given project and administration costs.  
 
 

Background Information 
 
At the July 19, 2006 Town Council meeting, agenda item 8.1, Mark Schmidt, developer of the 
Downtown Davie project requested that Town Council direct staff to review its existing Engineering 
fee structure, and its original intent. Mr. Schmidt indicated that other nearby municipalities’ fee 
structures was significantly lower than the Town of Davie’s and that larger volume projects within 
Town should be given a reduced rate.  
 
At the July 19, 2006 Town Council meeting, Town Council directed Mr. Cohen, Acting Town 
Administrator to have Town staff look into this matter further and report back to Council its 
findings. Mr. Cohen directed staff to gather fee schedule information from surrounding 
municipalities in the area.  Town Council agreed to allow Mr. Schmidt to pay half of his engineering 
fee until an analysis was conducted by staff and a final determination was made. Mr. Schmidt agreed 
to the Council terms and acknowledged that as a result of the study if the engineering fee schedule 
were not changed, he would pay the remaining Engineering fee balance. Mr. Schmidt also agreed to 
provide Engineering with a letter outlining this agreement. 
 
 

Analysis 
 
The Town Engineering Division obtained the below information relating to engineering fees by 
contacting the surrounding municipalities by phone and or obtaining their fee schedules from their 
city websites. Table 1 below provides an accurate representation of the fees for local municipalities 
within the Broward County area. All cost shown below is based on the percent of the total cost 
estimate to complete the permitted work. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Table 1 – Municipal Fee Schedules 
 

Municipality Cost 
Sunrise  15 % (Drainage, Water & Sewer) 

10 % (Paving) 
Town of Davie 10 % 
Coconut Creek 8 % 

Tamarac 8 % 
Deerfield Beach 6 % 

Margate 5.5 % 
Fort Lauderdale 10 % First $ 5k, 5 % After $ 5k 

Plantation 5 % 
Lauderhill 4 % 

Pembroke Pine 4 % 
Miramar 3 % 

Cooper City 2 % 
Hollywood 1.5 % 

 
 

Engineering Division Recommendation 
 

Based on the above analysis the Engineering Division recommends that the existing fee schedule remain 
in effect. The Town Engineering Division demonstrated in Table 1 that our fee schedule is similar to 
other municipalities in the area. The Town of Davie continues to be a developing municipality while 
some of the municipalities in the table above are built out. The fees collected by the Town are necessary 
to provide engineering support throughout all stages of the project.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


