DAVIE COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY BOARD

JULY 27, 2004

1. ROLL CALL


The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. Present were Norm Blanco (arrived at 7:09 p.m.), Jason Curtis, Mike Holderfield, Charlie Miller, Donna Mongston and Karen Stenzil-Nowicki. Also in attendance were Assistant Town Clerk Barbara McDaniel and Secretary Angie Salinas recording the meeting. Sandra Amaya, Pat Cardella, Kitty Preziosi and Sharon Zane were absent.
2.       SELECTION OF CHAIR          

This item was deferred to the next meeting Mr. Blanco suggested that the next meeting be in August instead of September. 
3.       SELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR
      This item was deferred to the next meeting.
4.         APPROVAL OF MINUTES

 Mr. Curtis made a motion, seconded by Mr. Blanco, to approve the minutes of the March 23, 2004 meeting. In a voice vote, with Ms. Amaya, Ms. Cardella, Ms. Preziosi and Ms. Zane being absent, all voted in favor. (Motion carried 6-0)

5.        OLD BUSINESS

5.1  Community Chest – former Coral Springs City Commissioner Maureen Berk
            Ms. Berk discussed the basis for the Coral Spring Community Chest. She stated that the organization was private and not tied to the City. It was, however, funded by a $60,000 grant from the city. The Community Chest was formed for the purpose of funding charities and social service organizations. Ms. Berk added that the one stipulation the Community Chest had was that it required all organizations that were requesting funds to prove that they had a certain percentage of residents in Coral Springs that would benefit from the funding.

Ms. Berk stated that the Community Chest also had a component known as Neighbors in Crisis that funded families in emergency situation and they also help to fund a college scholarship. Ms. Berk explained how the Community Chest worked by accepting donations from area businesses and holding annual events. She identified some of the organizations that the Community Chest had provided funding to.


Mr. Blanco inquired about the type of people who served as members of the Community Chest. Ms. Berk informed that anyone could apply to be a member and explained how the membership process worked. Mr. Blanco inquired as to what prompted Coral Springs to start the Community Chest. Ms. Berk answered that the City received a high volume of donation request and citizens thought that a private organization could get money for donations to the organizations without using tax dollars. 
Mr. Curtis asked if Community Chest membership was restricted to Coral Spring residents. Ms. Berk advised that the members either worked or lived in Coral Springs.                                                                            
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Ms. McDaniel inquired if the initial contribution from the City of Coral Springs was less then the current amount of $60,000. Ms. Berk answered that the City started at $50,000 and over time, raised the amount to $60,000. 

Ms. Berk explained the Community Chest’s by-laws, the application process and the board membership rules and regulations. 

Mr. Miller questioned if the City of Coral Springs still gave money to the charities or if the Community Chest took over all donations. Ms. Berk responded that the City no longer funded any organizations. 

Ms. McDaniel asked if the City appointed the initial group of Board members. Ms. Berk responded in the negative and indicated that a group of people came together and started the organization. 

Ms. McDaniel inquired if the City provided the initial money in a lump sum or if it was given in increments. Ms. Berk answered that the first amount was $20,000 to $30,000 provided all at once and the City never asked where it was going. She added that the organization did provide the City with a yearly breakdown. 


Ms. Berk added that another criteria for the Community Chest was that no money went towards any religious or religious–based organization.

5.2       Diversity Festival


Ms. McDaniel stated that there was an issue with getting Board members to work the booth at this year’s festival. She added that with new members, there should not be a problem this year. 

A discussion ensued describing events at the Diversity Festival and what the Board booth did at the festival.  

6.
NEW BUSINESS
            6.1        Quarterly “Citizen Recognition Awards”
            Ms. McDaniel stated that Councilmember Starkey suggested having Citizen Recognition Awards, which would be similar to the Town of Davie Employee Recognition Awards. Ms. Stenzil-Nowicki indicated that she thought the awards would be for citizen of Davie who provided at great deal of public service to the Town in different ways. Ms. McDaniel added that she had emailed Councilmember Starkey and asked to have the item deferred to the next meeting when more information would be available.

7.         TELEPHONE ACTION REQUESTS

             Ms. McDaniel explained the Telephone Action Requests phone line and the steps taken to resolve any issues left on the line which were always brought to the Boards attention.   
             Ms. McDaniel introduced Cary Rodriguez, Palma Nova Homeowners Association president. Ms. Rodriguez explained that Palma Nova had an issue with lighting for the mobile 
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home park. She added that the Board had been presented with this problem a few years ago by the Association and Mr. Forman, the property owner of Palma Nova.

            Ms. Rodriguez stated Town Engineer Larry Peters had informed her that the Town had agreed to pay the energy and maintenance for the lights at $6.00 per pole for basic above ground wooden poles. However, Mr. Forman had declined the offer and requested that underground fiber optic poles be used instead. Ms. Rodriguez advised that Mr. Peters explained that the cost to maintain the underground poles was triple the cost to maintain the above ground poles. She explained that Palma Nova did not mind having the basic, wooden, aboveground poles installed, as the residents just needed lighting. Ms. Rodriguez added that Mr. Forman would not have any capital gain from the poles. FPL would pay to install them and the Town would pay the electric bills every month. She added that Mr. Forman only had to agree to the poles being installed. 

             Ms. Stenzil-Nowicki questioned if the property and roads where private. Ms. Rodriguez responded that they were private. Mr. Blanco suggested that a meeting with Mr. Forman be arranged. 

 Ms. Stenzil-Nowicki asked what needed to happen to help Ms. Rodriguez. Ms. Rodriguez answered that a meeting needed to take place between Mr. Forman, FPL and the Town and a contract needed to be prepared and signed. 


Mr. Miller asked how many lights were needed. Ms. Rodriguez said around 900. Mr. Miller stated that 900 lights seemed to be too many. Ms. Rodriguez stated that the number could be reevaluated. 


Mr. Miller asked if any money had been budgeted for this project. Ms. McDaniel answered that none had because Palma Nova was private property.  


Ms. Mongston asked if the Town had the power to make Mr. Forman attend a meeting and agree to a contract. Ms. McDaniel responded that they did not. 

Ms. McDaniel inquired if the Board wanted to ask Mr. Forman to attend a Board meeting and give his opinion or if the Board wanted to request that he meet with Mr. Peters, Ms. Rodriguez and a member of the Board. Mr. Curtis suggested that the Board invite Mr. Forman to a meeting. Mr. Blanco suggested that Mr. Peters also attend. Mr. Curtis added that a representative of FPL should also be invited.

Ms. McDaniel advised that the meeting would be arranged through her office and she added that she would request that Mr. Peters, Mr. Forman and a FPL representative attend the August meeting; however, there was no guarantee they would be able to attend.

8.         PUBLIC COMMENTS

Ms. Rodriguez informed the Board of the Neighborhood Convention being held in Jacksonville, September 16 -18, 2004. She added that the Convention had many different seminars and speakers.
9. COMMENTS AND/OR SUGGESTIONS
Mr. Blanco indicated that he had a resident approach him about a problem with her former landlord. He stated that she moved out of a condo she had lived in for four years and 

the landlord was refusing to refund her security deposit. Mr. Blanco advised that the landlord was only offering her $100.
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Mr. Curtis responded that it was a small claims issue. Mr. Miller suggested Legal Aid if she was in need financially. Ms. McDaniel mentioned a column in the Sunday newspaper that deals with condo law. 
            Ms. McDaniel questioned if everyone understood the Sunshine Law and explained the basic factors of the Sunshine Law.
10.        ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Curtis made a motion, seconded by Mr. Blanco, to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m.
Approved:  _________________________
________________________________


Chair/Board Member
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