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FEBRUARY 27, 2007
1.
ROLL CALL


The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m.  Board members present were Chair Jason Hurley, Vice-Chair Jacque Daniels and Julie Aitken.  Councilmember Starkey and Greg Hoover were absent. Also present was Board Secretary Jenevia Edwards recording the meeting.  
2.
DISCUSSION

2.1
Review Barn Checklist

The Board discussed the amendment to the barn checklist as well as the accompanying letter addressed to Development Services Director Mark Kutney.  Chair Hurley asked if the Board agreed with the changes to the checklist and the contents of the letter.  The Board agreed.  


Ms. Aitken made a motion, seconded by Ms. Daniels, that the Board sends the adjusted amendments to the barn checklist with the cover letter that was drafted by Chair Hurley to Development Services Director Mark Kutney.  In a voice vote, with Councilmember Starkey and Greg Hoover being absent, all voted in favor.  (Motion carried 3-0)

2.2
Review Letter to Mark Kutney


This item was discussed earlier in the meeting.

2.3
Follow-Up on Livestock Identification

Chair Hurley indicated that he had placed four calls to Police Chief John George, three of the calls went to voice mail and the response to the fourth was that a major or a captain would contact him.  To date, he had not been contacted.  Vice-Chair Daniels commented that she would contact a friend at the Police Department to get some direction.  

Ms. Aitken commented that the livestock identification process was a simple one and would not incur any cost.  Vice-Chair Daniels stated that she was told by Linda Sluter that it was easy to go online and find simple horse identification with pictures which could be sent to the Police Department by email.  She commented that whether the information was retrieved from the Internet or it was compiled by this Board, it would serve the same purpose.  Ms. Aitken commented that information could be found on the Internet; however, the information she found gave the description of English horses.      

Vice-Chair Daniels advised that she had contacted a number of farmers to see who would be willing to hold the animal until the owner could be located; however, most of the farmers she contacted were already dealing with the issue.  She indicated that there was resistance in some areas and many of the individuals contacted expressed various concerns including health related questions, information that would not be readily available for the stray animals.  Vice-Chair Daniels commented that Chair Hurley and Ms. Aitken could relate to the concern expressed seeing that they had horses.  A brief discussion ensued with the Board expressing different scenarios involving stray horses and health issues.  

Vice-Chair Daniels questioned the Town’s responsibility in the event that an owner was not located within 48 hours.  She commented that the horse was being fed and sheltered by the individual who took it in, and asked if this would be on a volunteer basis on the part of the farmer.  Ms. Aitken commented that there were two issues.  Once the animal was being fed and sheltered it was considered a boarder; after a week, the individual holding the animal should charge the owner for feeding and shelter.  Vice-Chair Daniels commented that there should be a time limit as to how long the individual would be willing to keep a horse.  Ms. Aitken advised that there was a limit under the Sheriff Auction Law which indicated that if the horse was held for 30 days and was not claimed, a lien could be placed on the horse.  Vice-Chair Daniels commented that these farmers could not be expected to “house” an animal indefinitely.  There should be a time limit, after which the animal should be taken to a place where it would become the Town’s responsibility.     


Vice-Chair Daniels indicated that some of the farmers questioned why the Town could not agree to an arrangement to place stray animals at the arena seeing that the pens were already there and the arena was empty.  Another suggestion was to section off a portion of Robbins Lodge specifically for the purpose of placing strays.  She commented that if an animal got loose in close proximity to the area, and someone with a key to the arena could be contacted, the animal could be placed there temporarily.  Vice-Chair Daniels indicated that several of the farmers agreed to hold a stray animal; however, she had to reassure them that the Board was trying to locate a large number of people and they would not be called every time there was a need.  She commented that these individuals did not want to feel obligated every time they were called.  The Board agreed that this was strictly on a volunteer basis.  


Vice-Chair Daniels indicated that there was more involved to this issue and more information was needed in order to move forward.  Chair Hurley stated that a liaison was needed from the Police Department.  Vice-Chair Daniels advised that she would contact Officer Laverne Jones before the next meeting to see if she could get some information for the Board.  Chair Hurley indicated that if Vice-Chair Daniels was not successful in contacting Officer Jones within two weeks, she should let him know and he would contact Councilmember Paul and ask her to contact the Police Department.

Vice-Chair Daniels recommended that Special Projects Director Bonnie Stafiej be contacted to find out if the arena could be used when there was an emergency.  Chair Hurley suggested that Vice-Chair Daniels contact Ms. Stafiej.  She agreed.  Following a brief discussion, the Board determined that the Police Department should first be contacted to see if they were interested in what the Board was proposing before contacting Ms. Stafiej.  Chair Hurley commented that if the Police Department was interested, there should be a meeting between a representative from the Police Department and the Board.    

3.
OLD BUSINESS


A lengthy discussion was devoted to the lighting issue with the consensus that there was nothing in the Town Code concerning rural lighting issues.  Chair Hurley asked that this item be placed on the agenda for the March meeting for further discussion.


Ms. Aitken explained that there was a Florida Statute indicating that it was a criminal act to dispose of animal carcasses improperly; however, there was nothing in the Davie Code relating to the issue.  She commented that this was something that ought to be in the Town Code.  A brief discussion ensued regarding the improper disposal dead livestock with the Board concluding that the increased cost for disposal might be the reason for the improper disposal.  Ms. Aitken commented that the same individuals who were not aware they had a horse missing were the individuals who would not pay for the proper disposal of a carcass.  She indicated that although there was nothing in the Town Code, there was a Florida law, and from her experience “ordinary” patrol officers were not aware of what was stated in the Florida Statutes.  Additionally, it would be difficult to prove who was guilty of the improper disposal.  Ms. Aitken explained that this issue should be addressed by the Code Compliance Division adding that it might not be a regular occurrence.  She added that the Florida Statute could be added to the Town Code.  

Boardmembers cited various incidents of improper disposal of carcasses.  A brief discussion ensued regarding the acquisition of animals by inexperienced individuals claiming to be farmers because of the various exemptions and tax breaks.  Vice-Chair Daniels commented that this was an issue worth discussing with Code Compliance Official Danny Stallone.  
4.
NEW BUSINESS

There was no new business discussed.
5.
AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING

Following a brief discussion, the following items were suggested for the March meeting:
· Further discussion regarding the identification for horses

· Lighting issues

· Livestock disposal

6.
COMMENTS AND/OR SUGGESTIONS

 Ms. Aitken commented that if the issues were not addressed, ultimately no one would want to know about anything related to agriculture.  She referred to the abuse of the agricultural exemption as another issue that should be addressed because the abusers were making real farmers look bad, and questioned how this could be resolved.   Ms. Aitken spoke of individuals whose initial application for agricultural exemption was denied by the Property Appraiser’s Office.  She indicated that many of these individuals were fabricating their tax returns as evidence for their petition hearing in order to quality for the agricultural exemption which was easy to do because it was being completed on computers.  Ms. Aitken indicated that the tax returns could be completed on-line and printed but never submitted to the Internal Revenue Service.  Vice-Chair Daniels commented that it was a crime to submit a false document to the government.  Ms. Aitken commented that it was perjurious to present false evidence to a quasi-judicial hearing; however, it was up the Special Magistrate to determine if the individual was committing perjury based on the documents submitted.  
7.
ADJOURNMENT


There being no objections and no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
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