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  DAVIE AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD

JULY 26, 2005
1.
ROLL CALL


The meeting was called to order at 6:49 p.m.  Board members present were Chair Julie Aitken (arrived at 6:55 p.m.), Vice-Chair Rick Bruns, Jacque Daniels and Jason Hurley.  Also present was Board Secretary Jenevia Edwards recording the meeting.   Councilmember Susan Starkey was absent.  
2.
DISCUSSION

2.1
Davie Update Article

This item was discussed later in the meeting. 

3.
OLD BUSINESS

 3.1
Letter In Support of Farm Park


There was discussion regarding the letter that should be written in support of the farm park.  Ms. Daniels recalled that Chair Aitken was supposed to draft a letter and forward it to the Board Secretary so that all Boardmembers would receive a copy in time for the meeting.  Chair Aitken commented that Councilmember Starkey had indicated that she would have Grant Writer Colleen Ryan assist Boardmembers with the wording of the letter.  She added that she received an email letter from Ms. Ryan addressed to Mayor Truex in support of the Farm Park.


Chair Aitken suggested a brainstorming of ideas from Boardmembers to include in the letter to Tallahassee in support of the Farm Park.


Mr. Hurley made a motion, seconded by Ms. Daniels, that the Board at this time create the framework for the letter that it felt was appropriate to be sent forward in support of the Farm Park issue; and would trust Chair Aitken to go ahead and flush out that framework that was put together, and on behalf of the Board, would send that letter on indicating the Board’s support for the issue.  In a voice vote, with Councilmember Starkey being absent, all voted in favor.  (Motion carried 4-0)

Brief reference was made to the letter that was emailed to Chair Aitken, with Mr. Hurley asking that the letter be read into the record.  The letter was read by Ms. Daniels. 

Discussion ensued with each Boardmember presenting ideas to be included in the letter supporting the Farm Park.  Chair Aitken referred to the Town Charter amendment regarding the mandate to preserve the rural character and equestrian lifestyle which had garnered overwhelming community support.  She indicated that this could be included in the letter.


The Board discussed how the Farm Park would provide exposure for children that would enable their interest in farming to grow.  Mr. Hurley referred to field trips that he had participated in with Stranahan High School and the excitement expressed by the children when exposed to an equestrian environment.  A brief discussion ensued regarding the advantages of the Farm Park not only for Davie but for Broward County.  

Dr. Bruns commented on the point system used for giving grants and added that alternative methods of producing organic crops  as well as traditional methods being listed as part of the Farm Park’s program should be listed in the letter as well.  He added that this would add to the points needed for the Town.

2.1
Chair Aitken commented that she had been asked by Public Information Officer Braulio Rosa to produce an article for the Davie Update regarding Board activities and goals for the future.  She indicated that the deadline for the August issue had passed and urged Boardmembers to think of ideas for activities and goals to bring to the next meeting for inclusion in the next issue of the Davie Update.
4.
NEW BUSINESS 

Chair Aitken spoke of the Open Space PAC to support the $25 million bond referendum which would be on the ballot as a last chance to purchase parks and open space.  She indicated that the Open Space Advisory Committee was seeking public support by way of donations and attendance to their meetings.  Chair Aitken provided the website address which would provide information for anyone who wanted to be involved in the PAC in support of the open space bond referendum.  


Mr. Hurley asked if the fence erected at Robbins Lodge was due to any action on the part of the Board.  Following a negative response from Boardmembers, a brief discussion ensued with Mr. Hurley commenting that if the fence was erected for hurricane shelter, the fencing was incomplete.  


Chair Aitken commented that if the grant fund was received for the Farm Park, Boardmembers would be very busy.  She advised Boardmembers to decide on future direction for the Board.


Mr. Hurley suggested that the Board should try to reach out to some of the nurseries in the Town as there was no representation on the Board.  A lengthy discussion ensued with Boardmembers expressing different ideas as to the direction it would take to make contact with nursery owners.  The suggestion was made that maybe a member of the Board would step down in order to allow representation from a nursery owner who was interested in serving on the Board.  Mr. Hurley commented that if that was not possible, nursery owners could be invited to meetings to express their concerns in the Town.  


Chair Aitken indicated that there was no feedback from nursery owners and there were Code enforcement issues that were taking place.  Ms. Daniels commented that Boardmembers were not familiar with nursery issues.  Chair Aitken suggested that Jason Curtis contact Wes Parrish, from the Broward Chapter of the Florida Nursery Growers Association, to see if any of the Davie members would be interested in serving on the Board.  Mr. Hurley reiterated that someone from the nursery community should attend meetings to express their concerns regarding issues they were facing in the Town.  

Mr. Curtis advised that the Department of Revenue was trying to make legislative changes that would effect agricultural classification.  Chair Aitken advised that she was a member of the State of Florida Farm Bureau Tax Advisory Committee and would be attending a meeting on July 28th.  She indicated that the agricultural classification issue was an agenda item and she would take a closer look at it.

A brief discussion ensued regarding the problem with rules made in large rural counties and the how these rules affected Broward County farmers where farming was done on a reduced scale.  Mr. Hurley believed that larger agricultural operations influenced the Legislature to make laws which inadvertently worked against them decades later in battling urban encroachments.  
5.
COMMENTS AND/OR SUGGESTIONS

There were no comments and/or suggestions.

6.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no objections and no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
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