
 DAVIE AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD 
AUGUST 24, 2004 

6:30 P.M.   
 

1. ROLL CALL 
 The meeting was called to order at 6:42 p.m.  Board members present were Chair Hilda 
Testa, Vice-Chair Julie Aitken, Jacque Daniels and Dr. Rick Bruns.  Also present was Board 
Secretary Jenevia Edwards recording the meeting.   
 
2. SELECTION OF CHAIR 
 Ms. Aitken nominated Ms. Testa, seconded by Ms. Daniels, as Chair.  As there were no 
other nominations, the nominations were closed.  In a voice vote, all voted in favor.  (Motion 
carried 4-0)  
 
3. SELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR 
 Ms. Daniels nominated Ms. Aitken, seconded by Ms. Testa, as Vice-Chair.  As there were 
no other nominations, the nominations were closed.  In a voice vote, all voted in favor.  (Motion 
carried 4-0)  
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: May 25, 2004 
 Chair Testa indicated that the last line in the second paragraph under “Discussion” should 
read “………used “only” for ……..”   
 Vice-Chair Aitken made a motion, seconded by Ms. Daniels, to approve the minutes of 
March 25, 2004 with the correction.  In a voice vote, all voted in favor.  (Motion carried 4-0) 
  
5. OLD BUSINESS  
 5.1 Agricultural Property Downsizing Downzoning  
 Vice-Chair Aitken indicated that she had received a letter from Development Services 
Director Mark Kutney in response to her e-mail.  She explained that he had mixed feelings about 
the issue and she asked that he attend one of the meetings for a discussion, to which he agreed.   
 Chair Testa indicated that Mr. Kutney did not agree with the interpretation presented by 
the Board.  Vice-Chair Aitken explained that the information from the Board had not been 
examined by the Town Attorney; however, it had been examined by various members of staff.  
She commented that the argument was that Davie was operating in the same manner as other 
municipalities; however, the actions of most municipalities in the State of Florida were incorrect, 
hence the reason for the Farm Amendments. 
 Vice-Chair Aitken provided Dr. Bruns with a brief outline of the issue making reference to 
Section 12-34(B) in the Town Code; additionally explaining that State law provided exemptions 
for agriculture from land development regulations of which zoning was one of them.  Vice-Chair 
Aitken explained the downzoning of the property, adding that the Town would not win a 
lawsuit on the issue.  She indicated that devaluing of properties would deter prospective buyers 
who wanted to purchase land for agricultural use and discourage preservation of the Town’s 
rural character, and expose the Town to liability.   
 Ms. Daniels suggested that the issue regarding downzoning of property be brought to the 
attention of Vice-Mayor Paul for her feedback before the Board proceeded further, and prior to 
the meeting with Mr. Kutney.  Chair Testa commented that the meeting should be amicable in 
order to rectify the issue.  
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      Dr. Bruns asked what the problem in making the correction was.  Vice-Chair Aitken 
referred to the problems surrounding Section 12-34(B) and explained the different types of 
zonings.   
 There was a lengthy discussion regarding amendment of the Code and the reason why Mr. 
Kutney did not agree with the Board’s finding.  Vice-Chair Aitken indicated that his 
disagreement was based on the action of other municipalities, adding that Davie was the first 
municipality in the State of Florida that brought its ordinances in compliance with State Law.   
 Vice-Chair Aitken referred to the areas that she had highlighted in her memorandum to 
Mr. Kutney as well as the Right to Farm Act and who would be protected.   
 Chair Testa asked if a farm operation could come into an undeveloped area that was 
surrounded by a developed A-5 zoned area.  Vice-Chair Aitken indicated that it depended on the 
allowable zoning.   
 A brief discussion followed regarding different types of zoning issues, agricultural 
classifications, land development regulations and decisions made by the Third District Court of 
Appeals and the Supreme Court regarding agricultural classification and bona fide uses.  
 Dr. Bruns commented that Vision Broward had made the decision to downzone some of 
the areas adjacent to Interstate 595 to make them an agricultural way station in order to deal with 
the influx of people coming in with transportation.  He indicated that was the 20-year plan and 
asked if this was the same idea proposed by the Town.  Vice-Chair Aitken indicated that zoning 
could be changed by the County to make property less valuable; however, the Bird Bert J. Harris 
Private Property Rights Act indicated that there had to be compensation.  She commented that in 
the case involved there was no compensation.  A brief discussion ensued regarding the legality of 
the downzoning with Vice-Chair Aitken commenting that the ordinances were not in compliance 
with State law and should read differently to indicate that in its undeveloped state, the land 
could be in any zoning district. 
 Vice-Chair Aitken reiterated that feedback from Vice-Mayor Paul would determine how 
the Board should proceed.   She added that it was in the best interest for all concerned that an 
amicable decision be made with Mr. Kutney.  
 The Board devoted a lengthy discussion to the pros and cons of the Right to Farm Act, 
indicating that it covered both the farmer and the neighborhood and was a two-edged sword.  
The Davie Right To Hobby Farm Act was also discussed with Vice-Chair Aitken indicating that it 
was modeled from the Right To Farm Act and covered an extensive area in Davie.  Vice-Chair 
Aitken added that it provided protection, indicating that even if the zoning or the character of the 
neighborhood changed, the same limited agricultural use would always be allowed.  She 
explained that a vested right was created that could never be undone.  Following a brief 
discussion, the Board decided to invite Mr. Kutney to the November meeting to discuss the 
downzoning issue.   
 There was a lengthy discussion regarding the future land use plan, possible changes and 
density.  Chair Testa asked if the property was R-5 and was down zoned to R-1, would the 
owners be entitled to go back to R-5 if they ceased farm operation and sold the property.  Vice-
Chair Aitken indicated that spot zoning could not be done, commenting that down zoning was 
not just devaluing the property, but was a massive loss.  Ms. Daniels commented that it was 
important to know if the property would be rezoned before moving forward.  Vice-Chair Aitken 
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explained that all that information would be forthcoming when Mr. Kutney attended the 
meeting.   
  
     5.2 Equine Hurricane Turn-out 
 Chair Testa indicated that the Board had been discussing hurricane turn-out to place horses 
during an actual hurricane; however, Broward County had its own program for post-hurricane 
where injured, lost or stray horses could be placed but there was no provision for pre-hurricane 
or during a hurricane.    
 Chair Testa indicated that Special Projects Director Bonnie Stafiej had put together a 
hurricane package with Robbins Park designated as a hurricane turn-out and registration 
procedures were in place.  She added that the only thing that the Board could add would be to 
“push” for bunker type stalls, but was doubtful that would go through.  Chair Testa suggested 
going on the Town’s website to check out the hurricane plan to see if the Board could make any 
additions.   
 Ms. Daniels asked how people would be made aware of the registration for the hurricane 
turn-out.  Chair Testa indicated that there was information in the Davie Update and it was also 
on the Town’s website.  Dr. Bruns asked about the operation of the shelter with Chair Testa 
providing an explanation. 
 Chair Testa explained that Ms. Stafiej had a great program in place.  She added that the 
Police Department had a website and if a horse was lost, the owner could go on the website and 
enter the description of the horse from the original registration, making it easier for the horse to 
be located.  Chair Testa suggested that Boardmembers visit the website to see if the Board could 
do anything to augment what was already in place.  She commented that the Board could lay the 
hurricane equine issue to rest for awhile as everything was going well.  Chair Testa added that 
Ms. Stafiej did a great job. 
    
6. NEW BUSINESS 
 6.1 Davie Pony Club  
     Chair Testa advised that she had contacted Ms. Stafiej and informed her that she would like 
to see some horse programs for children during the summer.  She referred to the summer 
program at Bar-B-Ranch and indicated that the Town should have something of that nature.  
Chair Testa referred to the Teen Extreme Program for teens in the summer as well as The Boys 
and Girls Club and the regular summer program; none of which was agricultural.   
 The Board had a lengthy discussion concerning the different programs offered reiterating 
that there was nothing offered that related to pets or agriculture.  Vice-Chair Aitken indicated 
that the idea was not to provide horses for children who did not own them.  She commented that 
a rally could be organized by volunteers and instructions could be provided on horse care, as 
well as riding lessons and games. 
 There was a brief discussion regarding the trail system with Ms. Daniels commenting that 
that the trails were not safe because of too many roads and too much traffic. 
 Chair Testa commented on the hurricane turn-out and her idea of having stalls built for 
multi-use.  She added that it would be great to have a six-week summer program for children 
where the horses could be boarded at the Davie community barn.   
 The feasibility of boarding was discussed with Ms. Daniels indicating that she was not 
aware of any mothers in the Town who would allow their children to ride on the trails as they 
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were not safe.  Chair Testa referred to a daily program offered at Bar-B-Ranch where children 
were allowed to bring their own horse. 
   
 
 Vice-Chair Aitken discussed ideas for a program for children to be submitted to Ms. Stafiej, 
logistical problems and possible solutions.  Chair Testa commented that she would contact Ms. 
Stafiej to discuss the ideas she had for a children’s program.   
 The Board devoted a lengthy discussion to the potential danger that existed for riders on 
the trails and on sidewalks.   
 
  Chair Testa referred to the farm designation forms for hobby farms to be considered a farm 
and commented that the form was not available on the Town’s webpage; however, none of the 
Boardmembers knew where the form was available.   
 
 Dr. Bruns spoke of insurance problems that he was having and presented questions to the 
Board.  Vice-Chair Aitken provided an explanation to some of the problems and offered to 
provide him with the name of her agent.    
   
7.       COMMENTS AND/OR SUGGESTIONS 
 There were no comments and/or suggestions.    
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no objections and no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:10 
p.m. 
 
 
 
__________________    _______________________________ 
 Date Approved    Chair/Board Member 
  


